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Hon. G. W, MILES: If this is to apply
to the whole State it would be better to pre-
vide for 30 days.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATLON: The
clanse says that “‘at least fourteen days''
notice must be given. The provision for 21
days will be the minimom and a eourt would
take into ¢onsideration the circumstanees and
would give & Jong period if necessary. We can-
not expect to set out exaetly what is necessary
to meet every case coming within the purview
of an Act of Parliament. For that reason
minimum periods are provided and we rely
©on the eourt to give reasonable notice.

Hon. H. BTEWART: In tbis instance, the
periait of notice is specified, but when it was
a case of dealing with other parties who may
ba interested, we did not make such a provi-
sion in an earlier etause,

The Minister for Education :
o note of that point.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move an amendment—

That in line 4 of Subclauvse 4 ‘“notice’’
he struck out and the word ‘‘summons’’
inserted in licu.

Obviocusly, the provision to be made refers to
a summons and not to a notice.

Amendment put and passed;
amended agreed to.

Clause 45—NMatters to be considered by the
heard:

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The clanse could
he made more explicit as to the matters to be
reviewed by the board. Tt should be made
clear that they are to comsider the suitability
of the premises for the accommodation and
convenienee of the publie. I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (b) of Subclause (2),
after ‘‘conducted’’ the words ‘‘as a rlaece
of zccommodation and refreshment for the
public’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause 5s
amended, agreed to.
Clavses 46 and 47—agreed to.

Progress reported.

1 have made

the clause as

House adjourned at 10.45 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430

p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—JOLIMONT FLOODS.

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Premier:
1, Is it the intention of the Government to
pay compensation to those residents of
Jolimont who have suffered by reason of
the flood waters9 2, If so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Im-
mediately the compensation due to each
claimant is ascertained. The inquities are
in progress.

QUESTION—FEDERAL MINISTER,
POLICE PROTECTION.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Were the Govermment of fhe opinien that
the residents of Fremantle and disirict were
s0 incensed at the treatment meted outb to
Weatern Australia by the Commonwcalth
Government that they considered it advis.
abie to send six polieemen to protect a Com-
monwealth Minister when addressing a
meeting at Fremantle on the evening of
Monday, 12th November,

The PREMIER replicd: No. .

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of
azbsence for two weeks granted to Mrs.
Cowau (West Perth) and to Mr. Royland
{Kalgoorlie) on the ground of ill-health.

BILLS (2)~THIRD READING.

1, Pearling Act Amendment.
2, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.

Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.
Second Readiog.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [4. 38] in
moving the second reading said: This is the
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usua) Bill to auihorise the continuance of
the Aet for another term. Members are
fally an fait with the necessity for con-
tinuing the Aet. Ag the operationa of the
L.AB. are being investigated by a select
ecommittee of this House, it would perhaps
be inadvisable at this juncture to say any-
thing more than is necessary to formally
introduee the Bill. I sssume that members
of the select committee, of which the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W, C.
Angwin) is chairman, will soon finalise
their inquiry and members will then have
an opporturity to learn the exact position
of the board as aseertained by the select
committee. The present Act will expire on
the 3lst March, 1923, and the continuance
will be for a further period of 12 months.
It is necessary to keep practically a year
ahead, as Parliament will not be sitting
when the Ac¢t expires and the continuation
of the measure requircs statutory authority.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, M. F, TROY (Mt. Magnet) [4.39]:
From the opportunities I bave had to con-
sider the Bil}, ¥ do not think there is any-
1thing objectionable in it excepting Clause G,
whichk appareatly gives the Government
power to fix a higher rate of interest than
5 per cent.

The Premier: To preseribe o higher rate,

Hon. M. F, TROY: Yes. This is in con-
nection with improvements on  property
which may be selected or resumed. I take
it this applies to pastoral leases in the
Bouth-West area.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, M. F. TROY : SBome of them are
being eut up. Thia ¢lanse will give the Gov-
ernment power to alter the rate of interest
charped to the relector on the cast of im-
provements. T do not think soch an altera-
tion womnld be warranted withont some
speeinl information being tendered in sup-
port of it. Sueh improvements would have
beer made very cheaply and when money
eould be borrowed very cheaply, and it is
unreasonable that the selector should be
handicapped by the interposition of high
rates of interest. T do not suppese a lower
rate will be fixed; the intention no doubt
is to increase it, and this being so, the
people who take over pastoral leases will be
compelled to pay moie than a fair thing in
the way of interest. These resumptions
have 1o be made sooner or later, and if 12
men can be gettled where only one man is
settled af present, it will be unwise to make
the eonditions impossible for the new
seleetors. The Bill also gives the Govern-
ment power to allot lund to settlers without
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their going before the board. From what
T can learn from group settlers, and from
men I have been instrumeatal in zending to
group settlements, they become attachod to
certain areas, either by sentiment or pre-
dilection, and if they have to go before a
board, they might be turned down and dis-
appointed.

The Minister for Agriculture: They have
to hallot for the blocks,

Hon. M. F. TROY: But if disappoioted,
they might receive a check, and decide mot
to go on with the business. If the State is
to roceive valne from the improvements
made on group settlements, it is desirable
that the man who gets the land is the man
who wants it, who is prepared to go on with
it and who is satisfied with it, the man who
says ‘‘This ia the bit of land I want; I shall
be able to make good on it.”’ A man of that
deseription is more likely to do well than
if he is put on a block for which he has no
liking.

Mr, O’Loghlen : Tt is not possible for
them to get the choice of blocks.

Hon. M. F. TROY : But men become
attached to a certain locality. A man who
was sent to the Busselton district was not
present when the ballot was taken, but his
name was put in and he secured a good
block. He i5 quite satisfied with his block
and has become attached to it. That ig the
beginning of successful settlement. A man
must be satisfied and be determined to make
good. The propesal to give people the title
without submitting a block to auction in
connection with workers’ homes in country
towns mnay have its defects and wmway lead
to favouritism, particalarly where the sup-
ply is not equal to the demand. If there
are a large number of applicants for a
worker’s home in a country town, unless the
¢laims of all ean be heard by some board,
there is bound to be a lot of dissatisfaction.
I know it is diffieult to have these matters
determined by a board. When people go to
a town, it wonld be a good thing to have the
house ready for them; but when we realise
that the snpply is not equal to the demand,
and that for every worker’s home in a
country town there will probably be 10
applicants, uuless means are provided to
julge the claims of the 10 applicants,
there is bound to be dissatisfaction.
T Jdo not know whether the Premier has con-
sidered that aspect, but that iy how it ap-
pesls to me. I am glad to notice that
workers' homes are to be erectnd in the coun-
try towns, There is undoubtedly a need for
those homes, for I know of csses where civil
servants and others have becn compulsorily
tranaferred to country districts and have been
compelted to leave their families. T know of
instances where husbands have heen separated
from their wives for long periods, the hus-
band having to go to the country and the
wife remaining at home in the eity. That is
a most undesirable state of affairs, parti-
cularly from the standpoint of domestic hap-
piness. 1 am one of those who believe that
husband and wife should be together as far as
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possible. From the standpoint of population,
it is also undesirable that husband and wife
should be kept apart, as I bhave indicated.
‘When a couple are married, they should not be
separated particularly in thesc depenerate
days, when opportunitiea for breaking the
marriage tie are so abundant, I have come
into econtact with a number of men who are
in the unfortunate position of not being able
to keep two homes going.

The Premier: That is what we are sceking
to avoid.

Hon. M. F. TROY: If people arc to culti-
vate an attachment for the ccuntry areas,
what hopc is there in the circumstances, of
achieving that result? Those who arce trans-
ferred to eountry districts, having to be se-
parated from their families, look upon the
¢ity as their home. That does not make for a
successful development of the country dis-
tricts. It is desirable to extend the ereetion
of workers’ homes to country districts and I
would be sorry to do anvthing that would
handieap the Government in that direetion.
Unless some provision is made to safeguard
the position, charges of favouritism may arise,
together with the resultant dissatisfaction,
when several applications are made for the
same home. I trust the Government will give
consideration to that position end make ar-
rangements to meet such etrevmstances should
they arise. Apparently, from the remarks of
the Premier, when introducing the measure,
there is a doubt as to whether the Bill gives
power to grant the frechold.

The Premier: It does not do that. That
aspeet eomes under the Workera’ Homes Aet.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I am glad to hear the
point has been cleared wp. The last clause
of the Bill gives the Government the right to
sell the leasehold ¢o people holding town
blocka.

The Premier: That is the law now,

Hon. M. F. TROY: If that is so, why
make provision in the EBill?

The Premier: Becavse the regulations go
too far. They may extend to leases that are
temporary, like the lease of a foreshore and
so forth,

Hon. M. F. TROY: If that is the position
it is understandable. Regarding the clause
amending Section 68 which provides disere-
tionary power to the Government to dispose
of any land at not less than 1s. per acre. 1
presume that applies to sandplain country
and if that is so, T approve of it.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is what
you advocated.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is so and at the
lest Labour Congress, with the assistance of
other delegates, I had that proposal placed
on the Labour Party’s platform. I realised
the necessity for some such provision. I have
heard people talking about the great value
attaching to sandplain country and one
person said he had seen some hundreds of
cattle sent on to sandplain country, and come
buck after a few months looking fat.

The Premicr: 1t must have been good
sand|

[ASSEMELY.]

lion. M, I, TROY;: When that statement
way made, however, it occurred to me that if
the sandplain had been as geod as that, it
was a wonder that the man had not availed
himself of the opportunity of procuring some.
Unfortunately, we have too mueh sandplain
countty in Western Australia. There is good
sandplain country and bad sandplain coun-
try. In a season such as the present with a
light rainfall, good sandplain country will
produce fine crops. I have gome doubt about
it though, in a heavy season. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of sandplain coun-
try in Western Australia which comprizses
sand without suhsoil and the result is that,
although vast areas of this type of country
lie adjacent to the railways and ave within
a good rainfall area, no on¢ will take them
up. We know there iz a searcity of land ad-
jacent to railways to-day and that a lot of
people are looking for land but cannot get
it. This land, although available, ie not taken
up beeause it is of no partieular value. Even
under existing conditions, no one could do
well on sandplain country unless he held a
block of good land adjacent. Such sandplain
eountry will not keep even a fow sheep ali the
year round. We must realise that probably
the part of Western Australia within the best
rainfall belt is that lying between Geraldton,
Dongarra and Perth. There are bundreds of
thousands of neres of sandplain country west
of the Midland railway line, Lut although it
has been available for long periods, it is
still lying idle.

Mr. Davies: It is not all bad, is it?

Hon. M. ¥F. TROY: I spesk of land the
hon. member has never seen. Perhaps 00
per cent. of it is bad.

Mr. Mann: The land around Wongan Hills
is very light.

Hon, M, F. TROY: That may be so, 1
do not know that couvntry.

Mr. C, C. Maley: The land you speak of
is good grazing country, anyway.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It may be good graz-
ing country, yet it has remained idle for
many years and has not been taken up even
yet. Some people have taken up a few spots
and perhaps the member for Irwin has one of
them. .

The Minister for Aprieulture: He has besn
busy picking the cyes out of it.

Mr. C. C. Maley: The eycs of it are not
picked ont at all

Hon, M. F. TROY: Land adjacent to the
coast is good sandplain country, because it
has a limestone basis. Such land provides
good feed, particularly in the sandplains ad-
jacent to Perth and along the coast line. In
the Greenough and Dongarra distriets, the
eandplain is good, because there, too, there
is n limestone basis. Sandplain country-
which has a depth of 20 feet of =sand
and underneath that, rock, is of very little
value at all. Country of that type is merely
a breeding ground for vermin, inclading rab-
bits and emus, the latter having destroyed
many acres of crop in recent times.

The Minister for Agriculture: The dingoes
are bad too.
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Hon, M, I, TROY: Yes, and this is always
a menace to settlement. Under the present
conditions, a man is eharged, in addition to
survey fces, 45, 6d. an acre for this land and
it is impossible to do anything with it. Im
my opinion, it would be better if the land
were leased at a low rental or sold at a low
rate. For my own part, I would prefer to
gec it leased. 1 suggest.to the Government
that the area rfhould be clasgified and leased
for 30 years or so, at a peppercorn rental
with the condition that the person securing
the lease should improve the holding by ereet-
ing fences, finding water, and stecking it. At
the end of 30 years, when our lands are better
kuown, the Government could re-appraise it

Mr, 2. C. Maley: What about the man who
has made the improvementa? Where does he
eome in?

Hon. M. . TROY: He would not lose.
The present lessee of a pastoral area does
not lose when his lease is resumed. Arrange-
ments are made regarding the improvements.

Mr. €, €, Maley: Suppose a man had
vlanted his lease with Jupins and so ont

Hon. M., F. TROY: The member for Irwin
i3 roing to make a speeeh, and I would prefer
him to make it without interrupting me,

Mr. T'nderwood: Your ean make a few in-
terjections.

Hon. M. F. TROY: There are some hon.
members who think that 4s. d, an acre is
not much to pay for this land. [t must be
remembered, however, that immediately a
settler takes up the land at 4s. 6d. an acre,
the read board officials come along and tax
him on that valuation. Later, the Land Tax
Commissioner values the land on the same
hasis with the result that the settler finds he
has to shoulder three or four additional im-
posts, bringing up the prics of the land to be-
tween Gs. and 7s. an acre.

Mr. Teesdnle: What do the survey fees
run af?

Hon, M. F. TROY: They would cost be-
tween 3s. 9d. and 4s. 6d. an acre. There are
individuals at present holding sandplain eoun-
try which they have secured free of rent for
five years and they only have to pay interest
on the survey fecs. As soon as the five years
are np, they abandon their properties, They
make no improvements because they know it is
impossible to do anything with the land.
During the time Sir Henry Lefroy was Pre-
mier it was stated in the Governor’s Speech
that land selection was proceeding apare and
thot 300,000 acres had heen taken up. The
selertion of that area did not mean real de-
velopment because the land was taken up
wnder the provision that no rent should he
yaid for five years. The result was that s
lot of the land was taken up with the object
of dummying. Now thosa areas are coming
back to the Crown, beeause nothing was done
and the people have simply abandoned them.
I would prefer to gee this land leased, after
classifieation hy the Government, for periods
of 30 vears on condition that the leaseholder
shall improve the Jease and at the end of 30
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ycars, the property could revert to the Crown,
the leaseholder to be paid for the improvements
or else to take the land over again at a valua-
tion. That would be a better prevision, I
should not like to have to clear some of the
sandplain, for the heavy winds wounld then
blow all the surface away. Sandplain is of no
particalar value, except as grazing comntry,
and it takes four or five yeanrs to prepare it
for that purpose. The Bill provides that the
applicant must pay the survey fees at once.
That may be somewhat of a handirap to the
selector, but it is a very proper safeguard
for the Government. Generally I approve of
the Bill, because I know from experience that
something onght to be done with this land,
and that nothing will be done with it under
present conditions.

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.2]: One
would have thought that a Bill which was
going to make so much difference to agri-
eulture would have either the blessing or the
denunciation of the Country Party.

The Premier; Tf one approves of a Bill,
why should he get up and talk it out?

Mr. WILLCOCK:; Apparently all the Coun-
try Party members are satisfied with the Bill,
In respect of the price of sandplain I, too,
approve of the Bill. It will make a big
difference to the development of the country.
There are ecormous areas of sandplain be-
tween Geraldton and Maullewa which cannot
be economically worked under the existing
price of 3a. 94, but which if reduced to 1la.
will eertainly be utilised. It has good feed-
ing eapacity for sheep if it be treated in the
right way, but if high values are placed en it,
nothing ean be done with it. If, as appears
probable, the Country Party are unanimously
in favour of the Bill, T am prepared to let

-the seeond reading go through.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr, Stobbs in the Chair; the Premier in
eharge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 39:

Ilon. W. C. ANGWIXN: Where is the neces-
sity for making in the Land Act reference to
the Workers’ Homes Board?

The PREMIER: Because this land is to be
nserl for the erection of workers’ homes ex-
elugively, Under the clause, land is set aside
for this specific purpose,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Power to dispose of town and
suburban land under tke Workers’ Homes
Act:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The clause gives
the Governor power to make regulations to
override the provisions of the Workers’ Homes
Act.

The Premier: No.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It gives the Gov-
ernor power to say how the land held by
the Workers’ Homes Board shall be disposed
of, and power to the Governor means power
to Ministera. I remind the Premier of the
warning uttered by Mr. Pilkington, who told
us the danger the State was running in legis-
lating by regulations.

The Premier: I agree with that.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: He snid we were
doing more of it here than was being done
in any part of the Empire. Part IV. of the
Act refers principally to freehold for work-
ers’' homes. It deals also with leasehold land
held by the bhoard. The Workers’ Homes
Act provides for the building of homes on
the alternative systems, leasehold and free-
hold. The Bill will enable the Government
to pive the Workers' domes Board power to
sell the land on which they have built a lease-
hold home.

The I'remjer: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Many a man has
a leasehold workers’ home which he obtained
on gplendid terms, and which he could not
have secured but for the leasehold system. If
this system be knocked out, other persons will
be prevented from gecuring similar homes.
In my electorate are many workers’ homes
costing from 15a. to 17s. per week. If they
were to be thrown on the market, their cost
wonld advance to 20s. and 30s. per week.
If power be given to sell those homes, all the
advantage will be to one or two who want
to get rid of them.

The Premier: The Bill does not econtemplate
anything of the sort.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Regulations will
not be framed giving power to sell leasehold
homes?

The PREMIER: No. We must have the

right to preseribe the conditions of payment,

This only empowers the giving of special
terms for the land, and that under the Land
Act, not under the Workers” Homes Act.
Leasehold Iand held under the Workers'
Homes Aect is dedicated for that special
purpose. It is under the control of tha board,
not under the control of the Tands Depart-
ment. The land referred to in the Bill is to
be set aside for the purpose of these homea.
All that we ask is that we shall not be re-
quired to put up the land for sale by public
anetion, and further that we shall bave power
to make regulations preseribing how the land
is to be taken. The Bill does not affeet any
land dedicated under the Workers’ Homes
Act. It is a very troublesome business to
decide how leasehold Iand held under the
‘Workera’ Homes Act can be converted to
frechold. The Iand was acquired vnder special
eircumstances. Also the homes themselves
are worth to-day twice as much as they
originally cost.

Mr. MeCallum: These provisions will only
apply to land taken in accordamce with this
measare?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 68:

[ABSEMBLY.]

Hon. M. F. TROY:
ment-—

That all the words of the clavse after
*“to,”* in line 5, be struck out, and the fol-
lowing inserted in lieu:—'‘lease for a term
of 30 years land under that section, at 2
rental to he fixed by the Governor.’’

There will be a consequential amendment.

The Premie¢r: No; the amendment will
not he carried.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: 1 thmk it better to
lease land at a peppercorn rental for 30 years,
with the condition that the holder shall im-
prove, fence, and stock it, and provide water,
than to sell the land. At the end of the 30
years the rent should be fixed on the value.

Mr. Money: That would be the value after
the holder has developed the land.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: The Act provides a
certain minimum valve of land, namely not
less than 13, per acre, plus survey fees. If
at the end of 30 years the land is of no
greater value, it can be re-leased; otherwise
it ean he re-appraised.

The PREMIER: I hope the amendment
will not be carried. The value of land is
subject to ever-varying laws. I do not know
that there is such a vast difference between
the worth of a leasehold and that of a free-
hold, though of course the desire is always to
have freehold, and freehold is a better
seeurity. Tf under this measure the.land
were leased instead of being sold—

Mr. Harrison: There would not be the
same incentive to improve it.

The PREMIER: Improvements would not
be done to the same extent, even under a lease
for 30 years. The proposal now is to mell
land for what it costs to sel), plus survey fees
and office charges; in fact, the Government
sometimes get rather Jess than that. I think
it wise to let peqple have the title after they
have done their improvements. Moreover, it
is not desirable to mix the forms of tenure.

Mr. LATHAM: T hope the Committes will
reject the amendment, and I quite agree with
the Premier. The mover of the amendment
put up a good argument agzinst it. To-day
we have difficulty in getting people to take op
these lands. The preat incentive is the hope
of beecoming the freehold owmer. T rather
tegret that the Premier has not seen fit to
inerease the area from 5,000 to 10,000 acres,
hecause hy far the greater portion of these
lands are pastoral.

The Premier: A lot of that land will be
ploughed.

Mr. LATHAM: There will be great diffi-
culty in getting people to spend more money
in making experiments in that direction. The
present system of disposing of land i3 in the
best interests of the State.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clagses 5 to 8, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

I move an amend-
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BILL—LIGHT AND AIR ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Council’s Message.

The Assembly having samended the Bill,
and the Couneil bhaving modified the As
sembly’s amendment, the Council’s modifi-
cation was now considered.

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill.

Agsembly’s amendment, Clauge 2, strike out
the word ‘‘exceeding’’ in the last hime, and
ingert ‘‘less than’’ in lieu thereof:

Council’s modification, strike out the fol-
lowing words:—*fand insert fless than’ in
lieu thereof:?’

The PREMIER: The eclause has been
amended three times, and it now means what
it has always meant, and what we want it to
mean, namely that the light and air space is
not to come within 12 feet of the alignment
of the street. The c¢lause really means that
the measure cannot apply to any light and
air space given outside a limit of 12 feet
from the frontage of the street. In this
matter T agree with the views which have
been expressed by the member for North-
East Fremantle. I move—

That the Council’s modification be agreed
to.

The CHATRMAN: The modification means
that the building, whether one likes the fact
or not, must be 12 feet, not more and not less,
from the alipnment of the street.

The PREMIER: I think not, Bir.

Hoo. W. C. ANGWIN; I bhave discussed
this matter with those who profess to kmow
gomething about: it. The mistake of the
Premier, and others who think with him, is
that they take the line from the land instead
of from the bumilding. The object is to pre-
vent the erection of a building within 12
feet of the alignment of the street.
The position ta-day now is that the distance
has been fixed at 12 feet.

The Premier: No, you are wrong,

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: It will not be
possible under the Council’s amendment to
make the distance 13 feet; it must be 12
feet. If the clause dealt with the land it
might be all right, but it deals with the
building.

The Premier: It deals with the light and
air space.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: If the words ‘‘less
than’' were left in, it would be possible to
go as far back as one would like. The
clause could have been framed differently so
ag to make it elear, The idea of the Council
was to prevent the creating of open spaces
from the air shaft to the street, which it
was feared might become places for loiter-
ing.

The PREMIER: The Act which it is
sought to amend refers to the grant of the
right of access of light or air. It says ‘'No

the Premier in
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such grant of the right of access of light or
air.’” That is to say that an agreemeant
cannot be made or enforced so as to pre-
vent the erection of any building on the
alignment of a street to the depth of 12
feet. Ii we pass the clause as it stands,
any grant for access to light or air must be
nearer than 13 feet to the alignment of the
strect.

Mr, MONEY: The amendment is clear
but the wording of the clause is cumber-
some, It will be possible to go beyond
12 feet but the distance must not be less
than 12 feet

Hon, W, C, Angwin: I see the position
row., The amendment may be allowed to
o through.

Question passed; the Couneil’s modifica-
tion agreed to.

Resolution reported; the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANXNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previoug day;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Minister for Agriculture
(Hon. H. K. Maley, Minister).

Mr,

Vote—Agriculture generally, £58,449:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K, Maley—Greenough) [5.45]: 'If
hon. members have taken the trouble to
peruse the annual report of the department,
they must have been struck by the amount
of educational instruction which has taken
place in the past 12 montha. Thanks to the
assistance rendered by Professor Paterson
of the University, and alse by Dr. Dale of
the Health Department, it has been possible
to carry out an instructive course for
womenfolk in rural household management,
I also desire to express my appreciation of
the lectures delivered by those gentlemen
during that course. Tn addition, under the
auspices of the University, we have had
a course of inatruction by our technical
officers on dairying, dealing mainly with
the technical side of the industry. At
all the larger distriet shows we bave had a
display of agricultural produce from our
State farms, and an officer in attendance ex-
plaining the exhibits to farmera. The educa-
tional value to the farming industry of the
work done on our State farms during the
12 months, as demonstrated at the acnual
field days at the Merredin and Chapman
farms, has been very great indeed. The
management of those two farms has been of
a high order and I am gratified to say the
appearance and general work of those farms
hag been excellent. Memhers were given an
opportunity to attend the field day at the
Merredin farm and T am expecting to hear
an expression of apinion from some of those
who attended. The same applies to the
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field day held 2t the Chapmar farm at
which members from the northern part of
the State were in attendance. During the 12
months we have made svme investigations
regarding potato storage, and experiments
have demonstrated that sound potatces free
from potato moth and disease ecan be kept
for edible and seed purposes under ordinary
storage conditions, and that potatoes can
be kept under cool storage conditions, and
that certain temperatures suspend the
activities of the potato moth and prevent
the occorrence of the disease known as
fusarium, The department have made every
endeavour to practise economy, without im-
pairing cfficiency, and we have kept within
our vote in spite of the fact that last year
we appointed additional agricultural ad-
visers. These agricultural advisers were
young men from the University who bad
pasred with high distinetion the course
under Professor Paterson. B

Mr. A Thomson: Very wise appoint-
ments, too,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Owing to the rapid expausion of the dairy
industry and the fact that many of our
technical officers are approaching the age
for retiring, we ought to train our young
men to qualify for these positions. Several
officers of the Stock Department ave get-
ting on in years and further help is
needed for the butter and fruit industries.
Regarding the wheat production, Western
Australia has reached the stage when the
success of its wheat belt has been established.
During a series of vears we have stahilised
the industry which should now be eapable of
progressing, aided only by a little judicions
direction, A considerable proportion of the
activites of the department have been de-
voted to the encouragement of other branches
ot agriculture which have not made such great
development as wheat has done. T refer
particularly to fruit production, to the dried
fruit industry, and salse to dairying. The
Government Statistician has to-day completed
his estimated forecast for the season, based
upon returns supplied by the various country
inspeetors under the T.AB. and the Agrieul-
tural Bank, and he has calculated the yield
as likely to be 14687241 bushels.

Mr. Willecock: Over a million drop on your
estimate of a fortnight ago.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is not so.

Mr. Angelo: It is a difference of 300,000
bushels,

Mr. Harrison:
estimate?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
(11 told the hon. member it was completed to-

ay.

What is the date of that

Mr, Harrison: Do not get eross! Surely I
am cntitled te ask.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

i would take more than the hon. member
to make me cross. If he thinks I am cross,
he is very much mistaken,

Hon. T. Walker: He is only a little per-
turbed. .

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The average estimated yield works out at
about 9.4 Lushels per acre. To the member
for Geraldton, I must say that considerable
pessimism was manifested six weeks or two
months ago. I had no reliable data to wark
on, but from personal obscrvation and from
the ohservations of the Director of Agrieul-
ture I stated that I cxpected a yield of 15
million bushels. A week or ten days ago I
took out certain figures and, estimating that
the well-farmed land in practieally every dis-
trict would give an average return, and allow-
ing for a ecertain acreage being cut for hay
and the fact that there was a partial failore
in some districts, I said we wonld probably
get 13 million bushels, I was eredited with
having stated that the season’s yield would be
16 million bushels; T did not say anything of
the sort. I said I had reasonable grounds for
stating that the yield would probably reach
15 million bushels. The figures supplied to-
day are within 250,000 buoshels of what T all
along maintained we¢ wonld be likely to get.
The result may be somewhant disappointing,
heeause we desired to make a big forward
move in our production this year, but consid-
ering the area of land cleared, the noticeable
areas of well-farmed fallow and the new lands
heing cleared, I see no reason why next season
we should not reach the goal which we have
been encouraging farmers to strive for, namely
a produetion of 25 million bushels. Regard-
ing the fruit industry, members will have
noticed in the Press that the Fedcral Govern-
ment have shown great aetivity in promoting
conferences in Melbourne to form organisa-
tions for many branches of primary produc-
tion. I do not wish to he unkind, but there
is a Federal eleetion pending.

Mr. Davies: The Federal Government are
the best friends the farmer ever had.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member is entitled to his opinion.
A conference was revently held to form a
Federal advisory eouncil tor the fruitgrowing
industry, more particularly in regard to fresh,
dried, canned and citrus froits. Tt was pre-
| 0sed that there should be 24 members drawn
from the various State advisory boards, Fach
State was supposed to have a local advisory
board consisting of a Federal represengative,
a State representative and eight representa-
tives of the produeers. A similar organisa-
tion was proposed for the meat industry.
There was to he a ministerinl meat couneif
and an Australian meat council and a State
advizory meat hoard, the last named very
murh on the same lines as the fruit eounecil.
Another organisation was proposed for the
dairy industry consisting of 2 ministerial dairy
comneil, an Australian dairy couneil, and State
advisory rairy boards. These matters have
lieen referred to the producers throngh their
organisations so that they can consider the
merits of these proposals and the advisable-
ness of joining np with the other Btates.

Mr, A. Thomson: They shonld be ronsulted.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURYE:
Thev are going to be vonsulted. The fruit-
growers, for instance, ave to be consulted at
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the annual conference which is to be held in
Bridgetown on the 28th and 29th Novembur.
If ovr affairs, which may be regarded as our
own domestic concernms, are to be controlled
from Melbourne and centralised there, our
experience regarding the Australian Wheat
Board must be remembered.

Mr. A. Thomson: Enough said!

The MINISTER TFTOR AGRICULTURE:
That board controlled the whole of the wheat
production and it was anything but satisfac-
tory. That was ewmphasised when we con-
trolled our wheat ovrselves for we then showed
that, relatively speaking, we greatly improved
our position. It was much moare expedit-
iously and satisfactorily administered under
our own control.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Federal people only
interfere to get kados for themselves, They
want to secure the advantage.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
‘The time is ripe for us to control our own
affairs in this conneetion.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Federal people arc
merely out for self interest and for the kudos
they ean get.

Mr. Angelo: It is another effect of the East
on_our domestic affairs.

Mr. Pickering: In many cases it may have
the effeet of stimnlating us to proceed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:IX
am not objecting to the position from that
standnoint, but I am socunding a note of warn-
ing to the fruitgrowers and to pastoralists
as to what our experience has been under the
control of the Australian Wheat Board from
Melbourne. T am indicating how, when we
were able to control our own affairas, after
breaking away from the Esastern board we
have relatively speaking secured greater
satisfaction.

Mr. Broun interjected.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Would the member for Beverley like to see,
under the proposed advisory board, Minis-
ters continually running backwards and for-
wards on the train fo and from the Eastern
Btates? Does he wish to see half a dozen
representatives of various interests in Wes-
tern Anstralin whoe will be on the central
organisation in Melbourne, having te go from
time to time to sit on the meat couneil, the
froit council, and the dairy coumcilt For
the information of hon. members, T will refer
to fruit production. The total number of
cases of fresh fruit exported from Western
Anstralia for the year ended 30th June, 1922,
was 269,292, These were sent away in 62
individual shipments, 59 of which weat from
Fremantle. Three shipments went from
Albany, with a total of 81,317 cases of
apples, and 2,203 cases of pears. The des-
tination of the total production will be inter-
esting to hon. members. We shipped to
London 162,743 cases of apples, 2 cases of
grapes, 2,232 cases of pears, 12,127 cases of
oranges, 5 cases of plums, one cage of peaches,
39 cases of lemons, and one case of apricots,
mzking a total of 177,150 cases. To Man-
chester we sent 32,335 cases of apples and 7
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cases of prapes, making a total of 32,342
cages. To Hull 15,000 cases of apples were
despatched, and to Colombo 3,245 cases of
apples, 2 cases of grapes, and 453 cases of
pears, making a total of 3,700 cases. To
Mauritius we sent 151 cases of apples; and
to Manilla 130 cases of apples and 37 cases
of pears. To Hong Kong, 250 cases of apples
and 62 cases of pears were despatched. We
sent to Batavia 6,991 cases of apples, 3,460
cases of grapes, 173 cases of pears, 820 cases
of oranges, 56 cases of plums, 3 cases of
peaches, one case of lemons, and half a case
of passion fruit, making a total of 11,515
cases. To Singapore, 13,678 cases of apples,
1,810 cases of grapes, 174 cases of pears, 49
cases of oranges, 60 cages of plums, and 31
cases of lemons were despatched, totalling
16,249 cases. To Sourabaya 7,031 cases of
apples, 3,606 cases of grapes, 273 cases of
pears, 776 cages of oranges, 7 cases of peach~s,
end one case of lemons were exported, maKing
a total of 11.694 cases. We also sent to
Bandeong 400 cases of apples, 200 cases of
grapes, 25 cases of peara; while to Samarang
we eent 355 cases of apples, and 30 cages of
oranges.

Mr. A. Thomson:
ceived for the fruoit}

The MINISTER FQOR AGRICULTURE:
Our trade to the Near East has been a
highly remunerative cne for the grower. The
whole of our grave shipments have bheen to
the Near East with the exception of a few
which were probably for use on the steamera
going to London.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Were all the grapes we
sold for expvort sent to the Near East?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, with the excention of a very few sent to
London, Manchester, and Colombo. As to the
apples which were sent overseas, the result
has been disappointing to the growers, and,
in faet, they experienced a loss.

Member: Wag there a glnt?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some say the failure wag due to the unsatis-
factory refrigerating arrangements.

M:. Angelo: There was also the trouble
with brown heart.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
These things are receiving the attentiom of
the Government, and are being investirsated.
The Government recoenise the di=abilities
under which the fruit-growing industry is
labonring at the present time. In faet it
has laboured under disabilities since 1914.
The Government intend to go into the whole
question with a view to arriving at some
decision regarding improved faeilitiea.

Mr. Angelo: Here, or in London?

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
Whatever ¢an be done hy the Government to
improve the handling and storace facilities
for fruit will he dnmo. We pronose to make
provision in that direction at Fremantle. I
mention Fremantle, not as the onlv port, but
in order to indicate what has to be done.

Mr. Money: There are other porte As well.

What prices were re-
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Bunbury may be actuated in
the interests of hia own port.

Mr. Pickering: He is quite disinterested!

The MINISTER FQR AGRICULTURE:
We cannot provide faeilitics in the first in-
stance anywhere elge than at the port to whizh
the boats will go.

Mr., Money: You will not get them else-
where, unless you try to induce them to
go to other ports, by providing the necessary
facilities.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Will the hon. member say that those facilities,
which must be provided where the ships will
#a6, vould Le provided at any other port than
Fremantle at the prescnt time? Fremantle
is the port of call for all mail steamers, and
for all beats which go to the Near East, where
we are developing auch a big trade. Does
the hon. member say that those facilities
should not be provided first at the port of
Fremantle?

My, Monex: Yes; mail hoats go to Hobart
for fruit, because facilitics have been pra-
vided.

Mr. A. Thomson:
for the fruit.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Thesge boats come here to fill up. and will take
3,000 or 4,000 cases.

Mr. Money: The fact remains that the
mail hoats go to Hobart for fruif.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The North-West boats will not go anywhere
else than Fremantle, for they trade between
Bingapore and Fremantle. T doubt, if the
hon. member could provide 10,000 cases of
fruit, whether the Singapore hoats would xo
to Bunbury?

Mr. Money:
there.

Mr. Angelo: They used to go te Bunbury
for timber in the past.

The MINTSTER FOR MIRICTLTURE:
I trust that the boats will go there in the
future.

Mr. Money: There scems to be no great
effort to provide faeilities there for the ship-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR AGR!CULTURE :
The Government intend to make provision for
those faeilities, and we recognise that the
harbour eqnipment at Fremantle or any other
port eannot be complete until the wmost
modern feeilities for handling and  ecold
storage are provided. Provision will bhe
made for cold storage so that perih-
ables ean  be taken from the holds
of ships straight into eold storage alongside
the wharf, We wust look to the time when
we will be engaged in the butter export trade,
and when that time arriver we will be alle
to bandle the goods more expeditionsly and
satisfactorily at Fremantle, aud at other
ports as well. We have alse to make pro-
vision at Fremantle for the eold storage of
produets from the Wyndham Ticezing Works.
We impose restrictions on the importations ot
cattle on the hoof from Sonth Anstralia and

They have to go there

Why not? They used to go

[ASSEMEBLY.]

Victorin, but when beef was fairly high in
price here, and it was much lower in price
in the Eastern States, traders imported a lot
of frozem meat from Melbourne and it was
solll for eongumption in the meirvopolitan area.

Mr. Angelo: And on the goldfields.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
If the public enn eat frozen meat from the
Hustern Stateg, then they can eat our own
product from Wyndham if it is brought down
here.

Mr, Angelo:
chilled !

The MINISTER FOR AGRFCULTURE: 1
will deal with that aspect later on.

Why o ¥yau not have it

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.‘

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Isefore tea 1 was dealing with the provision
of cokl storape. When meat was at a co-
Iatively high price in the local markets and
n low price in the Eastern States, cousider-
able quantities of frozen meat were importe,
particularly from Victoria, and taken inte
consumption here. If we had proper cold
storage on the Fremantle wharf we could us:
our own frozen meat at such time, The .
Wryndham killing seasen begins in April and
so, given shipping sccommodation, we eould
have meat down from Wyndham as early as
May. May, .June and July are the months
when loeeal suppliea are insufficient for the
metropolitan markets, Wyndham eould sup-
ply the deficiency and save the nccesaity for
importing from the East. Then the Wynd-
hant meat would be well out of the way by the
time we required the cold slorage for the
annual frutt erop. The export fruit season
heging in mid February, and the main cx-
port trade oceurs in Mareh, continuing till
the middie of April. Tf we had cold storaee
on the Fremantle wharf the fruit could be
brought forward regularly instead of, as at
present, in rushes. On  advice being re-
ceived that a boat will he here on a given date,
there is a tremendons rush down in the orch-
ards, special trains are put om, and the har-
vest reaches here all in a hean, s0 to speak.
Cold storage at Fremantle .would ohviate the
necessity for rpeeial trains anl save the loss
ineurred in sending along a couple of thous-
and ea=es more than the hoat can take. That
sorplus has to he removed from the wharf,
and most frequently is a zool deal knocked
about in the removal. Sooner or later we
shall require cold storage for the export of
butter. That cold storage ought to have
prile of place on the Fremantle wharf, for
perishable products should be subjected to as
little handling as possible, and should be cap-
able of heing quickly removed from the’ coll
storage to the refrigerating space on  the
steamer,

Mr. A. Thomson : Great care should he
exereised in the loading also.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTOULTURE :
These who have to haundle the produee should
be nrged to use elaborate care.

Mr. A. Thomson: Thev are very rarclese
in loading the stuff on to the boats,
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
T agree with that. However, that is the posi-
tion. We require cold storage for a rapidly
expanding trado. The most modern facilities
should be provided on the Fremantle wharf,
Now a word or two in regard to the vermin
branch of the department. During the period
1419-21 tho department made a vigorous at-
tempt to exterminate vermin on abandoned
agricultural bank holdirga and in the worst
breeding places on Crown lands,

Mr. Harrison: That is in respeet of rab-
bita?

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURE :
Yes, at that particular time the rabbits were
very bad. During that period we used in our
own poison carts in the worst infested places
on Crown lands 6,724 tina of poison.

Hon. M. F. Troy: How many rabbiis did
vou Kkill?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Since that time there has heen a marked
diminution in the pest, although unfortunately
it ig now increasing omce more.

Hon, T. Walker: That diminution happens
periodically, apart altogether from precau-
tions.

Mr. Mann: During dry seasons.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
While the department used 6,724 tins of
peisan and supplied poisen free to vermin
bhoards, those boards took only 4,444 tins of
poison, and I puarantee that a considerable
number of those ting still remain in the vari-
ous road board offices. However, during 1921-
22 the vermin boards did a little better than
adid the department; whereas we used 3,000
tins of poison, the vermin boards used 4,070
tins. It i8 beeause of the 1919-21 campaign
that the rabbits have decreased in number,
and it is on aecount of the seareity of the
rabbits that the dingoes to-day are becoming
a greater nuisance than before.

Hon. M. P. Troy: I think it is vice versa;
the dingoes were following the rabbits.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
To an extent that is true. Now that the
rabbits have decreased, the dingoes are
turning their attention to the sheep. The
Pastoralists’ Association and the Primary
Producers’ Association have appealed to the
Government to make a further campaign
againgt both rabbits and dingoes. I am not
altogether satisfied with what the vermin
hoarda have been doing. When the Vermia
Aet was passed and the boards given econ-
trol over the destruction of vermin in their
respective districts, it was thought that in
their own interests they would be much
more vigorous. I want to show what has
been done by the vermin boards. There are
numerous road boards which have not
formed themselves into vermin boards. Of
the road boards which I am about to name
all except the last are onteide the No. 1 or
barrier fence: Wyndham, North Kimberlsy,
Hall’s Creek, Broome, Wiluna, Lawlers,
Mount Margaret, Leonora-Malcolm, Menzies,
Westonmia, Yilgarn-Southern Cross, Coal-
gardie, Kalgoorlis, Kanowna, Norseman,
Broad Arrow, and lastly Murchisou. Numer-
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cus  complaints  are being  received
with regard to dingoes, These roads
boards should form themselves into vermin
hoards and manage their own affairs in that
econnection, Qut of all the road districts
which have formed themselves into vermin
boards, only 63 per cent. are striking rates,
and the total amount of rates raised by
boards hetween the Ne. 1 and No, 3 fances
is £12,269. 0Of that amount no less than
J3 per cent. has been spent in administra-
tive charges, such as salaries of secretaries,
and no real destruction work has heen doue.
A nominal rate was struck and a secretary
wae appointed. That is not a fair thing for
the boards on the outer fringe, which are
enctgetically carrying out destruction, and
so bearing practically the whole of the
turden of protecting vermin boarda nearer
the vcoast. OFf the £12,269 raised, 55 per
per cent. having goue in administration, 25
rer c¢ent. was spent in paying dingo
honuses, additional to the amount paid by
the Government, 15 per cent. went in rabbit
destruction, including salaries of inspectors,
and 3 per cent. went in payment for destrue-
tion of other vermin. The position is not fair,
and the Government are considering very ser-
iously whether the Agrieultural Department
shall use their powers and strike rates, or
whether we shall ask Parliament to amend the
Act so as to make it compulsery for every
vermin bhoard in the State to strike a flat
rate for a pooling fund, say a slight fraction
of one penny, thus making distriets whien
are deing nothing to-day do something to heln
others., The technical officers of the Depart-
ment spend almost the whele of their time
in {he country. With the-growing develop-
ment of the State, particularly as regards
group settlements in the South-West and
the renewed activities in land settlement
and land elearing, there is a very wide field
for the energies of those officers,

Mr. MOXEY (Bunhury) [7.31]: One feels
samewhat diffident i speaking on the sub-
jeet of apriculture. There is no divisiom n
these Kstimates equally important, becanse
there is 1no other division that creates wealth.

MMon. P. Collier: Oh, yea.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What ahout mining?

Mr. MONEY: The other divisions may re-
present eonversion of assets, but this one re-
presents ereation of wealth. Probably the
importance of the Minister’s statement eon-
sists more in what has been left unsaid than
in what was said. I have much pleasure *n
alluding to the fruit expert’s statement in
the Agricultural Department’s rcport refer-
ring to export of fruit. Mr. Wickens appre-
ciates the necessity for profitable fruit eunlture
in order that there may be soceessful fruit
enlture. For the past 12 months fruit export
has been anything but profitable. If I draw
attention to the lack of export facilities at
Fremantle in this connection, it is not neees-
sarily because T want those facilities at Boa-
bury, However, the cost of production to-day
is 50 great that the fruit grower camnnot carrv
on his business profitably, avd so ean-
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not continue it. Therefore when I heard the
Minister say that cold storage was contem-
plated at PFremantle, and that it would be
used for fruit export and =also for chilled
beef, and that that was all the Government
could do, I thought it a very poor ‘‘all’’
indeed. Are we to continue the practice of
the past two years of hauling fruit past its
naturza] port, an extra 120 miles to Fremantle,
and are we not to say a word in favour of
providing facilities at the natural port? The
difference amounts to 20 per cent. of the
freight, or almost the difference between pro-
fit and loss. We know what difference a shil-
libg per case makes in freight. In the face
of an election the rate has been reduced from
6s. to 5s. per case. What is the good of hav-
ing a port in name if there are no facilities
for export? It is up to the Minister for
Agriculture to take in hand seriously the ques-
tion of turning the fruit industry into a pro-
fitable one, and of using every possible effort
to ent down the cost of production. The mat-
ter of the cxtra ls. in railway freight is the
disheartening burden which our Fruitgrowers
have to hear. At present export can only be
via Fremantle,

The Minister for Agriculture: Because the
boats eall there.

Mr. MONEY: And the boats call there
because it is the only pilace where there are
the facilities of a first class port. Why shovld
not Albany be provided with the facilities of
a first class portf

The Minister for Agrienlture: Albany has
eold storage.

Mr. MONEY: A Royal Commission has
told the people of this State that it is impos-
sible to succeed on the land unless one recog-
nises natural zones and natural poris. In
1911 every party in this Chamber promised
that the outports should have the full facili-
ties to which their zones entitled them, What
bas been done at any port except Fremantla®
If we are going to keep our immigrants here,
we must show them how they ean produze
profitably. That is the gist of the whole
question. Let us have a normal cost of pro-
duetion in Western Australia, and evea then
we shall be under the biggest handicap of any
producing country in the world—the handicap
of 12,000 miles to our markets, Every other
handicap should be removed if possible. No
aszistanee ig given to the fruitgrower. What
is the use of parading before him the fact
that last year’s export of fruit amounted to
500,000 cases? He knows that, and to his
sorrow, for he exported the fruit at a loss.
What is being done to turn that loss into a
profit if we do mot earmestly eonsider the
necessity for decreasing his mileage to mar-
ket? The prices in London for fruit are not
bad: 1ls. and 12s. per ease represents a goed
price per th. Tf the cost of produetion were
somewhat as in pre-war times, and if the
freight were about 2a. 6d., and if export
facilities were provided at the natvral port,
the price wonld be a payable one to-day. Un-
less the cost of production can be decreased,
the fruit indostry eannot prosper and cannot
continue. T hope the Minister for Agriculture

[ASSEMBLY.]

will consider whether what he has deseribed
as ‘‘all’! he can do is really all that can be

done. He says, ‘' We have done all we pos-
sibly can.’”” "I say that that ‘‘all’’ is too
little, Tt is the duty of this Honse, if wo

are to get people here, to do alt it can to
cnable those people to carry on production in
a progperous way. Nothing will aid prodne-
tion more than to give tacilities to the pro-
dueer. The Minister wants eritieism whish
will be helpful. I will offer some. I was
interested last year in the effort which was
made to keep Western Australis supplied with
potatoes during the whole of the year. T was
one of the many who, during the glut, went
to the expense of trying to supply this com-
modity al! the year round, but the result, as
many know, was not as successful as it might
have been, The potatoes did not keep. Thase
whe put by their potatoes last year arc not
deing so this year, but they are exporting to
Sydney and to Adelaide at the present time at
prices which are remunerative to the grower
and whieh are giving the utmost satisfaction
to those big eities taking the potatoes. This
is an important development in produetion
in the South-West of this State. It is as im-
portant as any developmnt I know.
Mr. Pickering: You caunot always do it.
Mr. MONEY: I am under the impression
that we can, if we produce and regularly sup-
ply those markets. It is within my knowledge
that recently as many as 70 orders from Syd-
ney for Western Australian potatoes had
to be turned down. There is a period in the
year when there are no potatocs in Aunstralia
which are equal to those produced in Western
Australia, and these are worth between £3
and £4 a ton more than any other potato
grown in Australia. Every effort therefore
shonld be made by the Minister to encourage
that trade with the Eastern States, particu-
larly in the month of November. I am not
sure, but I think we can export during the
latter end of Qctober, the whole of November
and early in December. The matter is a very
important one and every effort should be made
to develop this new trade. I am interested in
the statement which was published that live
cattle are being sent down as far as Yarloop.
It has been said that those cattle are the
means of dirsseminating tick in that part of
tho South-West. We muat bear in mind that
the dairy herds are inereasing, and the
owners of those herds are heccming alarmed.
1 have mentioned the matter to the Minister.
The Minister for Agrieulture: They have
Leen going down there for the last 25 years.
Mr, MONEY: I have bad complaints from
dairymen down there who fear the spread of
the tick amongst their herds.
The Minister for Agriculture:
arc not going down there now.
Mr, MONTEY: I am plad to hear that, be-
eause the dairy industry is one that is becom-
ing of some importance and we do not want
to take amy risks, If Bunbury and Bruns
wick and other localities are content to take
frozen meat there is no reason why Yarloop
and other surrounding places should not also
take it.

The cattle
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Mr, Underwnod: If the tick had been
able to live in those parts it would have been
there 25 years ago.

Mr. MONEY: J¥f the hon. member had
attended the conference down there he wonid
have known all about it.

Mr. Underwood: TF the tick counld live
there it would scon Dbe in the herds,

Mr. MONEY: The hon. member does not
know what tick can do onee it becomes ae-
climatiged.

Mr. Latham: It lives all right in cows in
the agricultural areas.

Mr. MONEY: T wonld like alse to em-
phasise the faet that [ do not hear quite as
much as I would like to from the Miniaster
for Agriculture regarding the progress of the
group settlements in the South-West.

The Minister for Agriculturc: They ars
controlled by the Agricultural Bank. Do not
confuse the Agricultural Bank with the Agri-
cultural Department.

Mr. MONEY: I do not like that reply. We
are asked to vote £38,000 for administration
of the Department of Agriculture.

The Minister for Agrienlture interjected.

Mr. MONEY: Of course if the settlers in
the group scttlements have not yet reached
the development stage, that is the answer.
Nothing wounld have heen nwre interesting
than to Dbe told something abont the progress
these group settlers are making. There are
some who have heen there a few yeara. If
a settler is going in for dairying, we know
the number of cows that he must have in
order to become snccessful, and it would bave
been pleasing to me if 1 could have given
some illustration of the work these people are
doing, how many cows they have and some-
thing about their balance shects and whether
profits are heing shown.

Mr. A. Thomson: Important, all of it.

The Minister for Apgrieulture: Very im.
portant after 12 months’ operations!

Mr. MONEY: I am spesking of those who
have been settled in those areas for a couple
of years. We should also know whether they
are being dirceted to follow proper methods.
I am under the impression also with reference
to mixed farming, that it is essential that the
‘fgintleman who pays the rint'’ should be-
come an important factor towards assisting
to establish the success of new settlers in this
State:

Mr, Underwood: Do you mean sheep?

AMr. MONEY: 7T will excuse the repre-
sentative of the North-Weat for his want of
knowledge. We notice that the Agent General
is very active in this matter and iz under the
impressicn that good business ean be done in
the export of pork. I feel certain that if
something tangible be done for thesc settlers,
and there be proper systematising of effort,
the result will be sntisfactory. There should
be an opportunity of breeding sows and also
as an important addition, o run of poultry. I
know of people in this State who for the past
two years have been making over £20 a week
ot of poultry.

Mr. A. Thomson: T know of people who
live on pouliry all the year rowvnd.
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Mr. Harrison: You ean only be successful
there by showing enthusiasm.

Me. MONEY: I am mercly mentioning
these matters because cne does feel it is
neeessary to give every possible assistance
in this direction. I am going to mention two
other factors which are detrimental to produe-
tion in this State. There are herds of 30 and
40 licad, the owners of which are unable to do
anything with their butter fat, because of the
absence of roads to sidings. There arc dozens
of such cases, and if we do desire to increase
production we should consider these things
which are working against production. 1t is
no good scttling people on the land unless
we can show them that they cam produce at
a profit. It is due to the Minister for Agri-
culture to take these mattera into comsidera-
tion. It is his duty to point out to the House
just as much as I am doing, that these de-
focts must be remedied before we can ex-
peet to reach a stage of prosperity. It is no
use talking. We are expected to do some-
thing. 'The Minister has the power to do
something, but we who are mercly private
members can only raise a voice in protest. 1
have pever heard the Minister say anything
at all about the absence of road eommuni-
cation, nor cven to the question of drainage
which is onc of such great importance to the
South-West. The Minister does not say much
on these matters although he is aware of the
diffienlties  which exiat just as others are
aware of them. He knows that half of our
production is lost every year through want of
ordinary drainage, yet no one has ever heard
him bring the matter hefore the Homse. 1t
should be iterated and reiterated that pro-
duction cannet go on because there are mno
draing. If we want to double our production,
let us follow this simple prineiple of agri-
eulture, and for Heaven’s sake let us ba
sincere in our efforts to produce more and
remove those obstacles which have been such
n drawback to the produeer. There is a cer-
tain amount of ce-operation with the railway
service which will Tead to more suceess, but
it is not costing the Government anything, It
is mcrely co-ordination and help from the
Railway Department. It is only fooling the
people to settle them on the land and then
to make it impossible for them to get to a
railway. They can produce notking on many
of the areas in the South-West in the
present water-logged state of those areas.
This has been known for very many years.
It i=s taught to our boys in their elementary
agrienlture course, but the Minister ignores
it. We shonld be ashamed that this state
of affairs continues year after year.

Hon, P. Collier: And the Government do
not seem to care a jot about it.

Mr. MONEY: Wc must be prepared to
remove these disabilities or we may as well
drop the idea of developing the South-West.
We must remove the handiecap of distance
from markets by providing facilities. We
want roada which will be passable at all
seasons of the year, We want drainage and
particularly main drains. My experience is
that every £1 spemt on drainage means an



1586

enhanced value of £3; without it & property
i3 of no use. The Premier recognises that
the development of the South-West depends
upon the facilities provided.

Mr, Wilson: And tbe cost of clearing
must be reduced.

Mr. MONEY : It is essential that our
methods of clearing be improved. Our
methods are the amtiquated methods of 20
or 40 years ago.

Mr. Underwood: The trouble is they are
not following the methods of 30 or 40 years
ago.

Mr. MONEY: If our present methods are
not 8o good, we have reason to feel ashamed.

Mr, Wilgon: The cost of clearing is three
times as great as it used to be.

Mr. MONEY: I feel sorry for the Min-
ister. His troubles are great. I would be
ghad if the Minister would acknowledge the
need for proper harbour facilities at Gerald-
ton, Bunbury and Albany in order that the
producers might suceceed.

Mr. Underwood: Whece would you put
the harbour at Bunbury?

Mr. MONEY: If the hon. member had
exerled himself in that connection, he might
have obviated a lot of trouble. There are
many people in thiz world engaged in trying
to vectify the mistakes of the past. That
bas been my lot. There need be no fear for
the South-West, No distriet in Aunstralia is
equal to it. It has a rainfall of 30 inches
a year; it produces herbage regularly and
drought is upknown, There is no other
country which can grow lucerne without
irrigation as ran the South-West, There is
no need for anmy pessimism or half-hearted
measures in undertaking the development
of this portion of Western Australia.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.20]:
I congratulate the Minister on the excellent
work he and his department are doing—mnot
that they might not do more—but we must
admit that the reerganisation effeeted by
the present Minister has been beneficial to
the agrienlturat industry. It was a wige
move 1o put Mr. Sutton in the position of
Director of Apriculture, because we have a
praetical man at the head of the industry
to which the State ir looking to retrieve its
financial position. Agriculture is the basis
of the Premier’s scheme. The member for
Bunbury urged the nced for drainage in
the South-West. Some of the departmental
officers eould be profitably employed in
instrueting farmers in the agricultural dis-
triets that drainage would be desirable, We
would get better resulis if farmers paid
more attention to drainage.

Mr. Harrigson: That is a2 mere bagatelle.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Cropa on water-logged
land will not give the resnlts that crops on
properly drained land will give. In the Ol
Country I saw faripers draining their land
on which oats were growing. ¥If it pays
them to do it, a system of drainage here
would be beueficial. I am entirely in aceord
with the member for Bunbury when he
says the outports must bave their natural
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trade, This State is looking for business
overseas. There is ample room in the Home
land for all the surplus produce of Western
Ausiralia. 1 strongly object to fruit being
hauled from the Great Southern all the way
to Fremantle for shipment wben we bave
a port only 30 to 50 miles distant from the
orchards where the fruit is grown, Facili-
ties should be provided to encourage ships
to call at the outports, The day is not far
distant when shipowners will be anxious for
guch business and it will pay them to have
their boats calling at Bunbury, Albany, and
possibly Busselton for the profitable freight
offered by fruit. Mr. Booth, secretary of
the Mt. Barker Co-operative Fruitgrowers’,
stated that the net returns which fruit-
growers received for their apples ghipped to
London last year was ls. per cagse. The net
cost of producing those apples was 4s. to 6s.
per cese. The producers of apples
last year were faced with very serious
loge. It should be a function of Goverament
to see that producers have cheap and ready
facilities to ship their produets, especially
when _they have to compete with the products
of other countries.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Do not you think the
Government do that?

Mr. A, THOMSON: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: All Governments do
that.

Mr. A, THOMSON. Our Government drag
everything to Fremantle for a start.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: No, they do not.

Mr. A, THOMSON: They do.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: You have to take
the produce to the ports where the ahips eall

Mr. A. THOMSBON: We have certain
facilitics at Albany, but we know that in the
past the ships have been controlled from the
Eastern States. To illustrate the eoemopoli-
tanism of the London market, I was walking
past a shop mear Drury Lane, and was
attraeted by a case of Western Australien
upples. T remarked to the shopkeeper, ‘L
sec you have Western Australian apples.’?
He replied, ‘‘Yes, governor; they are the
best on the market.’”’ In a gshop measuring
about 14 feet x 20 feet, there wers apples
from Weatern Australia, tomatoes and
bananaa from Teneriffe, oranges and apri-
cots from Spain, lemons from Portugal,
potatoes and cueumbers from Holland, and
local products. There ig an unlimited market
in London for Western Australian products,
provided we are prepared to send only our
best. This is one direetion in which the
Department of Agriculture might lend great
agsistance. 'We are establishing group
settlements in  the Sounth-West. T was
astounded teo hear the Mirpister say in reply
to the member for Buubury, ‘Do not con-
fuge the Agricultural Bank with the Agricul-
tural Department.’’

Tha Minister for Agricoliture: A, very
sensible sort of statement,

Mr. A, THOMSOXN:
should not be made.

Such statements
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The Minister for Agricultura: Whyt

Mr. A, THOMSON: If the scheme pro-
pounded by the Premier is going to be
suecessful, there must be co-ordination
between the Agriculturat Bank, the Agricul-
tural Department, and the Lands Department.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Bo there
will be when the occasion arises.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The oceasion has
arisen. It is essential in the initial stages
for these three departments fo be co-ordin-
ated.

The Minister for Agriculture: You think
that officers should po down and wateh the
felling of trees?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am not suggesting
that. Part of the Premier’s scheme is to
establish dairying, and certain clearing has
to be done. It has been indicated that
certain fruit trees will be planted. Is it mot
essential that the inexperienced men on whom
we are spending public money should receive
direction and tuition from the officers of the
Government?

The Minister for Agrienlture: When that
timne comes, the hon. member ean rest assured
it will be doue.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The time is present
now. In dealing with fruit trees, these
settlers will have te be dirceted as to the
proper kind of trees they sheuld buy. As an
illustration, I will draw the attention of the
Committee to what the Eastern States are
suffering from to-day in relation to their
canned fruit. Californian fruit is sold in
London before it is picked. Purchasers are
prepared to take it on delivery. There is no
questioning or quibbling about the matter.
The froit that comes from Australiz, how-
ever, i3 bought subject to inapection. When
I wag in London, I saw fruit opened for in-
apection. It muet be realised that in sending
forward products, we must cater for what
London requires. It is not what we think is
gll right; it is what the London tomsumers
demand, Tt is estimated that in  Great
Britain on a hot day 150,000 cases of fruit
are consumed. California sends approxima-
tely two million cases of fruit to the London
markets every year. Their fruit is of one
standard, and one grade. Big firms like
Lyon’s, and others in London, who employ
20,000 people, have raised catering to a high
art, and the first question they ask any seller
of Australian canned fruit is: '‘How many
pieces are there in your tins¥’’! To most
people here, it does not matter whether there
are five, 10, or 12 pieces, but it is a matter
of vital importance to those people who are
large buvers of fruit in England. They must
know exactly how many pieces are in the tin.
I have kept partieculars of the results of the
ingpection of the Australian fruit,

The Colonial SBecretary: The fruit is all
graded in the East, now.

Mr. A, THOMSO"V This frult to which
I refer was graded under Government super-
vistonr. T was in London when a shipment
wag opened up, and I was invited to go
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along to witness it. I hoped that I would
be able to assist from the Australian peint
of view to make them realise what we could
produce. I can assure the Committee that
Australia is losing anything from 1s. 3d. to
15, 6d. per dozen on ker canned fruits,

The Cotonial Secretary: The tins are very
uniform to-day.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not say it offon-
sively, but I think the Minister should inter-
Jject about things he knows,

Hon. P. Collier: He would be silent slto-
gether then.

Mr. A. THOMBON: The people who are
handiing Australian fruit were present when
these tins were opened and the fruit was hy
ne means uniform.

The Colonial Seeretary: If they say that,
they are not telling the truth.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Had the Minister been
in London when I was there, he would have
seen for himself that statements made regard-
ing our frvit are truthful. I make the statz-
ment, knowing it to be correct, that our fruit
is not in such & satisfactory position. I will
support the statements which were made by
this particnlar firm regarding the shipment
of fruit to which I bave drawn attention. The
report says—

The ‘‘ Hobson ’s Bay’’ pears are the worst
s0 far examined, and make us wonder what
sort of a story we can putup to buyers when
the time is ready to make sales. The whole
fruit is @o unreliable, that the prices ulti-
mately realized will depend entirely on the
luck in opening samples in front of buyers.
The Colonial Seeretary: What year was

that?

Mr. A, THOMBON: That refers to 1922,
I have the whole details here.

Mr. O’Loghlen: How did they compare
with the Californian fruit regarding the num-
ber of pieces in the tin?

Me, A, THOMSBON: TUnfortunately for
Australin, aniforn grading and eolour have
been securaed in connection with the Californ-
ian fruit. The taste of the Australian fruit
is quite all vight but it is not uniform in col-
our. On that point the firm, reporting on one
tin opened, says—

Bix halves, fruit unsightly, four pieces
green, two pieces soft and frayed, one piece
blemished, van of fruit disappointing.

Thig is the sort of comment that goos right
through the repori.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How many pieces are in
our tins?

Mr. A, THOMSON: They range from six
and nine te 11.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What is the position ré-
carding the Californian tins?

Mr. A. THOMSOX: They have a uniform
standard.

The Colonial Secretary. Are the variations
confined to one class of fruit?

Mr. A. THOMSO0XN : The particulars T refer
to deal mostly with peaches, hut there are also’
one or two ting of pears.

The Colonial Secrctary: J believe they are
dealing with their canned fruits in the East-
ern States with grading machines.
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Mr. A. THOMSBON: Unfortunately, they
have a lot to learn yet. Here is another ex-
tract from the report—

Peaches still very disappointing, and ab-
solutely impossible to guarantee to buyers
an even run of fruit per can, particularly
on account of colour which seems fo per-
meate right through the pack irrespective of
the actual canner,

Mr. Wilson: Perhaps the firm has an in-
terest in American fruit.

Mr, A. THOMSON: No, the person whose
report I am quoting is snxioua to push Aus-
tralian goods. These tins were opened in
front of an officer from Australia House and
I can verify the statements he has made.

Mr. Teesdale: There was a complimentary
reference to the New South Wales fruit last
month.

Mr. A. THOMSON: My point is that we
are establishing the group settlements andl
encouraging the growing of fruit trees. It
is most essential to provide every safeguard
so that care shall be taken to see that the
right types of fruit trees are planted, par-
ticularly if we are going in for the export
trade. That does not apply only to apples
but to all fruit which nltimately will be
canned. If the State is to progress as we hope
it will, the time will come when we will have
to go in for fruit canning.

Mr. Money: We will have a surplus of stone
fruit this year.

Mr. A. THOMSON: In bringing this mat-
ter beforc the Minister I am not doing so in
a carping eritical mood regarding his depart-
ment. T recognisc that his officers are giving
the State good service, but I want to impreas
upon him the necessity for starting off along
the lines I have indicated, from the very ont-
set. It is an important matter and it will
mean the ultimate saving to the State and the
scttlers of many thousands of pounds a year.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Director
of Education is visiting the group settlements
to-day.

Mr. A. THOMBON: I regret the Govern-
ment are not making provision for dehydra-
tion. I have great faith in the future of
that system in connection with our products.
It is to be regretted that there are periods
in Western Australia when we have gluts of
fruit, potatoos and other produets. TUnfor.
tunately, potato growers have lost large sums
of mioney because of this fact. I consider
that part and parcel of our immigration and
development scheme should be dehydration,
heeause we want to stabilise ovr market. Tt
would he of assistance to the State if we hail
a gystem by whicl, when these periodical gluts
were experienced, the surplus products could
be taken and dealt with. As it is now, those
surpluses are lost.

Mr, Teesdale: De Garis showed us the way
in this matter.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not suggest that
this provision shonld be made so that the mar-
ket might be rigged. The producer shonld get
a remunerative price for his produee. There
is a large market for dehydrated products.
On the ship by which I returned to Western
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Australiz, wo consumed 30 toms of potatoes
and two men were employed constantly peel-
ing them. Buch a large consignment of pota-
toes takes up a comsiderable amount of space.
It the Government could go to the shi; ping
companies and tell them that we can produce a
dchydrated line which will save them space
and supply an article equal to the fresh vege-
table, T am sure there would be a great
opening for vs. I commend that suggestion
to the Government. We could also produce
other articles for use in connection with the
dehydration scheme from which great benefit
would be derived. It will mean keeping up
the price of products so that the producer will
get a reasonable return, In the past, the
producer has lost anything from 1s. to 1ls.
6d. when he shonld have been making pounds
in return for his labour. All that is lost to
the producer is a Qistinet loss to the State.
Serious attention should be piven to the sub-
ject of dehydration. The Premier in his
policy epeech said it was his iutention to put
10,000 acres under viticulture. The consump-
tion of raising and sultanas in Great Britain
is estimated at from 230,000 to 250,000 tons
per annum; s0 we have therc an unlimited
market. At EKatamming a commitiee
was appointed to inquire into the possibilities
of viticulture. That committee inspected at
Woodanilling the vineyards of Messrs, Trim-
ing Bros. In their report the committee
stated that the vineyard comsists of 11 acres,
the vines varying in age fom two to 19 years.
Mr.Trimming had no hesitation in recommend-
ing currant and sultana growing as a profitable
occupation. The area for one man should be
not less than 10 acres. Before leaving, the
party were shown in its virgin state, land
best suited for viticulture. It is York gum
and jam country, the soil beirg of a choco-
late brown colour and friable, with yellow
clay subseil. Tt is on this class of seil that
wmost of Mr. Timming’s vinevard is planted,
but this does not exelude the lighter soils,
for portion of the vineyard is planted
in sandy ironstone rubble, gheoak country,
and the returns from these vines, three years
old; are equal to those of vincg planted on the
heavier soil. Mr. Trimming was of opinion
that the vines on the lighter soil would not
maintain their output. Alss he thought it
wag far better to start planiing on virgin
country rather than on counity already culti-
vated. Manure was used in his vineyard for
the first time last year, and thcn only in the
nature of an exneriment. Only 2 c¢wt. of
super and a sprinkling of sulphate of am-
monia was used on two rows of vines. The
experiment was suecessful.  Mr. Cailes, the
distriet fruit inspector, quoted several in-
stances where a heavy dressing of mannre, up
to 8§ ewt. per acre. had Dbeen vsed with satis-
factory results. The question of aspect came
up for consideration, and it was generally
agreed that the north-east is the best aspeet,
but as Mr: Trimming’s vinevard has the
worst possible aspeet, south-west, the question
apparently is not of serious import. The lay-
out of a vineyard recommended is as follows:
—All rows to run north and south. Rowa
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to be 15ft. apart with 10ft. Detween vines,
thus giving 150 sq. ft. for the roof system.
Under these measurements the number of
vines per acre is 300, Between vinea fence
posts are placed through which are run two
or three plain wires, the lower one being fo
train the arms of the vines and the top ome
to prevent the vines blowing about when in
bloom. The method of drying is simple and
inexpensive: frames 8ft. z 2ft. 6in., across
which is fastened large mesh wire netting to
hold the grapes, are placed at the head of the
" rows to be picked; when filled they are stacked
one above the other with about 214 inches be-
tween, o few sheets of iren placed on top and
allowed to remain there for three weeks. My,
Trimming was most emphatic that there was
ample drying weather. The currants are
placed in boxes, allowed to sweat for a fort-
night, taken out, put through a stemming
machine and then through an ordinary wheat
grader. From there they are paeked in boxes
of 661bs. and sent to market. This procedure
applies to corrants and sultanas, with the ex-
ecption that sultanas are dipped in caustic
lye as soon aa they are picked, and are not
allowed to sweat. The yield last year from
the older portion of that vinevard was 27%
cwt, of dried currants per acre. Two acres
of sultanas just into their third year yielded
5 cwt. of dried fruit per acre. The percent-
age of dried frnit obtained from green is
ahout 25 per cent,, but varies up to 40 per
eent. The keynote of this vineyard is one of
simple method, and is highly eommended to
all beginners. The approximate cost per
acrc to purchase, elear, posts and wire, plants
and planting, wonld be about £10, made
up as follows:—Purchase £3, clearing £2,
posts and wirc £2, plants and planting £3.
The committee, in a summary of their re-
port, state that currant and sultana growing
ean he successfully carried on in the Great
Southern, that there is plenty of land suit-
able for the purpose, and that a man with
a little knowledge of agrieulture would be
able to do all the initial work and, with
supervision, plant the vines; and, given
ord'nary intelligence, with all the informa-
tion available, eould c¢ount on a reasonable
amount of success.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: What has heen the
vesult of the big vineyard planted at
Katanning some years ago?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Very satisfactory.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Where is it to-day?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I will explain why it
is not there to-day. The family who had
ithe vineyard were opposed to supplying
liquor, and so ecased the cultivation of the
vines. That vineyard produced the finest
port wine in Anstralia, showing that the
Katanning distriet is eminently snited to
vine cultivation. Such land can be pur-
chased at £3 per aere to-day. Taking
currants on the basis of 3%d. per 1b,, the
lowest price at which they have been sold
on the London market, the return would be
£44 18s. 4d. per acre, So there are great
possibilities in vitieulture. If the Agrieul-
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tural Department have not to-day a wviti-
cultural expert, the sooner they get one the
better. The member for Bunbury said that
people in his electorate were making £20
per week out of eggs. In my district plenty
of people who had to go on the LA.B. for
necessaries refused to ask for sustenance,
because they were making quite sufficient
by the sale of eggs, poultry and butter to
carry them on. There i8 in England an
excellent market for eggs. To-day England
is importing cggs even from Russia, to say
nothing of Denmark and Holland. If we
are going to send eggs to England, they
should reach London in September and
October, and again in March and April
The average price i3 from 1s. 8d. to 2s. 34.
per dozen. I have dealt with several profit-
able avenues to which the Premier, with the
agsistance of the Agricultural Department,
can direct the energies of our settlers, It
iy not of very much use for the bulk of our
settlers to preoduee articles for the Western
Australian market, beeause we shall very
soon overtake local eonsumption,

The Premier: Please God, we shall.

Mr, A. THOMSBON: In view of the large
pumber of settlers we aru putting on virgin
eointry, I snggest to the Premier and to the
Minister for Agriculture that we should not
wait, but should take steps to co-ordinate
the Aprienltural Bank, the Lands Depart-
ment and the Agricultural Department; be-
cause on those three, coupled with the
energy of the settlers on the land, and the
quality of the land, depends the Buccesa or
failure of the acheme which the Premier has
put into being for Western Australia. I
suppert the Vote, believing that this is one
of the departments which cannot be cur-
tailed. In my opinion, it ia a department
on which more money will have to be spant
in the future, and which will yield to the
State ample results and great benefits.

Mr., ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.1]: The
Minister for Agriculture and the permanent
head of the Agricultural Department take
credit for the fact that they have kept
within their vote. That certainly is some-
thing when one considers the other depart-
ments. The Agricultural Department’s vole
last year was for £59,883. Only £58,947
was spent, showing a surplus of £990. This
year the Minister for Agriculture is asking
for £525 less, making a total saving on last
year’s Estimates of £1,434, Like the mem-
ber for Katanning I think this is the only
department whose expenditure should not
ke curtailed. The department have not only
the spending of the £38,000, but the work of
advising and assisting immigrants and
setilers, wpon which function of this de-
pariment will depend the seccess of soldier
settlement and the buge migration scheme
of the Premier. Certainly it is the function
of the Repatriation Department to place the
goldiers on the land. The Lands Department
are placing new immigrants on the land in
the SBouth-West; but it wil depend upon
the  help, encouragement, advice, and
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sympathy of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, whether p suecess will be made

of the migretion scheme and other land
settlement. The failure of that mi-
gration schems might necessitate our
going cap in hand to the Federal Govern-
meant, ag a ‘‘poor relation’’ State. With
the exception of timber, mining, and pearl
shelling, the Agricultural Department have
all the say im every industry of Western Aus-
tralias—apple raising, sheep raising, farm-
ing, wheat growing, fruit growing, dairying,
and wine production, The department shoald
he properly and efficiently manned to carry
out all its importan{ functions.

Hon. P. Collier: You are growling because
the department spent a few hundred pounds
lesa than the amount voted.

Mr. ANGELO: Probably the amount could
have been judiciously spent.

Hon. P. Collier: It could have been wasted,
thrown away, and then you wouid have been
gatitfied because the full vote was spent.

Mr. ANGELO: Two jears ago this im-
portunt department was under the control
of a Minister in another House, the present
Miunister for Education., The Homorary
Minister associated with the department
was also a member of the other Houge, This
House, as regards the Treasury Bench, had
then practically no say in the administra-
tion of the Agrienliural Department. There-
fore I am pleased that the affairs of the
department are now in the hands of a
Minister here, himself an agriculturist,
whose sympathy will be with the pro-
dueers. The department is largely a de-
prartment of adviee, and therefore it ia
neecssary that it should inciude the best
e¢xperts obtainable to assist the settlers.
About 20 experts are attached to the de-
partment, but when we consider the salaries
paid to some of these gentlemen we cannot
lock to them for very much knowledge. 1
do not for one moment wish to say they are
not good men; but if they are good men,
they should certainly be pard salaries more
compatible with the information they are
supposed to supply. Take our irrigation
cxpert. Im olher parts of the world an
irrigation expert has a great deal to do with
the development of huge tracts of land,
heing not only an expert in irrigatios, but
also an engineer whe helps to lay out irriga-
tion colonies and gives advice to people
cmbarking upon irrigation schemea. Qur
chief irrigationist receives £528 per annum.
Our dairy expert, upon whom we depend to
make dairying one of the greatest indnstries
in the State, is paid £504 a year. Our sheep
and wool expert receives £384. That is the
salary paid to a man who should be travel-
ling round the various stations and giving
advice as to how to improve the breed
where be finde the stud sheep not up to the
quality they should be. Why, a shearer
makes more in five months’ shearing !

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The wool expert does
a bit of organising for yomr organisation,
too.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ANGELO: Have we the men that we
should have as experts? The poultry expert
gets £240 a year.

Homn, P, Collier: It ia light cmployment.

Mr., ANGELO: He cannot be much of an
cxpert if he is satisfied with £240 a year.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What do tbe fruit in-
spectors get?

Mr. ANGELO: The Chief Fruit Inspecior
gets £504 a year. The poultry expert should
be thoroughly experienced, and ought to De
able to advise us how to get rid of such a
pest as stickfast flea.

Ilon. P. Collier: Look zt our noble selves.
We get only four hundred, and we are ex-
perts all round.

Mr. ANGELOQ: If we cannot afford to pay
the hest cxperts obtainable, we should en-
leavour to borrow such experts from some
other country having the men with the last
thing in their particular lines of knowledge.
A very good example of this has juat
oceurred through the good offices of the
member for Reoebourne, who succeeded in
having the cotton expert, Mr. Dan. Jones,
brought to this State. Mr. Jones hag been
loaned to ua by the Queensland Government,
and he has given a good fillip to what we
all hape will prove a very important indunstry
herc. I am gled to know that the policy of
appointing a Director of Agriculture bas,
1csnlted very salisfactorily. It ensures con-
tinuity of pelicy, which did mot exist before.
Ministers come and go, but we hope the
permanent head will continue in his office.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The policy will be as
laid down by the Goverument.

Mr. ANGELO: A good deal has been sail
abont fruit export. I am indced pleased to
hear from the Minister that the Govern-
ment have at last deeided to ereet cool
siorage works on the Fremantle wharves,”
Years ago I urged in this House the neces-
sity for coel sterage works as part amd
jrareel of the barbour facilities. In the same
way as cranes and goods sheds were erected
for the benefit of certain classes of users,
g0 we must have cool storage right on the
wharf before such exports as fruit, butter,
and frozem meat can be safely and profit-
ably undertaken, As soon as the cool storage
works are established, it will be possible,
T hope, to start the Carnarvon meat works,
because we shall have a depot in which
frozen meat can be held until the big over-
sea ships ¢come and take it away. The works
are going to be a big help to our fruit in-
dustry, bnt they are not the only faeility
required for & fruit export trade. Some-
thing wmore i3 necessarv—a receiving
depot in  England; and the establish-
ment of this should be undertaken,
not by Western Australia alone, but hy
all the States working in conjunetion.
Here T should like to read the views of Sir
John Taverner, who under two regimes was
Minister for Agrieulture in Vietoria—under
the Irvine Government and also under the
Turner Government. For nine years he was
a Victorian Agent-General, and so0 was able
to see for himself the diffievlties with which
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Australian exporters have to contend, I_n
an interview given to a Bumbury paper Bir

John Taverner says—

While I was in London I continued my
jnterest in the primary industries, and
logked around to see through what aven-
ues the producers’ interests could best be
served on that side of the world. I found
one of the greatest disabilities that we were
forced to labour under in London was the
unnecessary handling and exposure of our
fruit, which brought about deterioration,
seriously affecting the grower. Starting
from the ship, I found that, after arrival in
London from Auvstralia, the fruit was taken
out of the hold, where the temperature was
aboet 35 degrecs, and placed into a store
with a temperature running up to 80 de-
grees, You can imagine the effeet that
would have ou the franit. That zerions posi-
tion of affairs has affeeted the interests of
our producers, for a large quantity of fruit
hag not reached the market in the condi-
tion it shonld. The next movement of the
fruit was from the shed to the railway
track, where it was drawn down Commercinl
Road, and thence loaded on to lorries and
vans and esrted to Covent Garden. After
sale the proecess was practieally repeated
on the fronit heing sent to different points
of its distribution. 1 took cvidence from
the prineipal distributors in T.ondon; large
firms like Barker's, Whitelex's, Harrod's,
and Fry’s, and T pointed out to them that
the solution of this tronble, which was so
seriously affeeting us, would be the erection
of aun Australinn depot on the Thames for
the reception and distribution of Austra-
lian fruit. T had been to Germany at the
wish of Mt. Lloyd George, whe was then
President of tlie Board of Trade, and had
reported ta him the conditions that ob-
tained in Hamburg in econnection with the
handling of fruit. There the steamer ran
nlongside the wharf, and the fruit was
plaeed in nearby stores without suffering
anything by handling or serions jump in
temperature. The fruit wos there graded
and catalogued, exactly as they do wool
Samples were sent to the eity, the catalogues
having been cirenlated some days before.
The merchants attended at the ' ‘Rotunda,*’
where the samples were, and bought their
fruit, securing delivery through the depot.
The great advantage was that the fruit
was delivered from that depot, where it
had been kept in fine condition, and dis-
tributed as required by the different parts.
Thuos the fruit was marketed under the
best conditions, and all this handling and
exposure had been done away with.

There we have the opinion of a gentleman
who knows both sides of the business, that
of the growers in Anstralia and that of
the distributors in England, and he says
that we shall never be able to get a
satiafactory sale for our fruit vntil we
have cool storage net only at Fremantle
but alse in London. The Minister had some-
thing to say about the Federal Government

cantrolling our fruit and he warned the Com-
mittee that he was not in favorr of this
being carried on. It is only right to agnin
quote Sir John Taverner because he was for
g0 long Minister for Agriculture in Victoria.
He says—

I feel very strongly on the point that
Etate Governments should take a strong
hand in keeping the Federal authorities
ontside the sphere of influenee and to pre-
vent them interfering with the agricultural
industries of the respeetive States. I think
the producing industry is essentially a
domestic one, demanding that close sym-
pathy and consideration that you can only
get from a State which is more immediately
comeernedl with the interests of the people
and the producers than a large automatic
Government machine such as the Federal
one is. They have their functions in the
Inrger planes of the developing of Aus-
tralia genevally, but they must keep out of
domestic channels, where more sympathy is
cxpeetedd in promoting the intercsts of the
growers,

1 was pleased to hear the Minister mention
the good service that the State steamer *‘ Kan-
garoo’’ had earried on by introducing our
fronit and otber products to Singapore. The
trips of that vessel to the Duteh Indies and
te Singapore have alrcady greatly increased
the trade in livestock with those markets
which are geographieally ours. Some people
contend we should leave this to other lines,
but unless we have a boat like the ‘‘Ean-
garoo’’ acting as policeman, T am afraid
that the freights will jump up immediately
and stop any chance of the trade being en-
larged. We know that the Commonwealth
Government has lately come into this trade,
but if we want to get that which geographi-
cafly we should have, we require to have our
own ships. The Commonwealth boats at the
present time are charging freight on fAour
from Fremantle to Singapore at the same rate
as they are charging from Sydvey and Mel-
bourne. T repeat that we shall never get
that advantage which should be ours unless
we lave our own vessels to carry our produce,
T atrongly supporl the member for Bunbury
{Mr, Moncy) in the elaims he made on he-
haif of that port. Sir Jolm Taverner, on the
ocension of his visit to the State, and after
spending a fortnight in the South-West, ex-
presged himself in these terms—

I find that the growers are handieapped
with long rail haulage to Fremantle. What
does appear to me to be strangs is that,
with the natural facilities that the port of
Bunbury possesses, this handieap should be
allowed to continue and embarrags the
industry, So satisfied am I #a to the pros-
peets and potentialities of the distriet, and
the natural faeilities that the port of
Bunbury possesses, that the firm I repre-
s¢ent (The Fruit and Produce Exzechange of
Great Britain, Limited) intend establishing
in Buonbury, and doing all we possibly can
to promote the advancement and develop-
ment of this port—
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Hon. W. C, Angwin: Was that speech
made after visiting the Mayor’s parlourt

Mr. ANGELOQ: No; the visit to the
Mayor's parlour was made at the last
moment, and we were there only ten minutes.
Sir John Taverner e¢oncluded—
1y *roviding growers with the best and

quickest possible means of getting their

fruit to the English markets.

Tt is a strange thing that the fruit-growers
of the South-West have from time to time,
and for many ycars past, been promisced that
a bout should e¢all at Bunbury for their pro-
duce. After Sir John Taverner returned to
Melbsurne and put the matter personally
before the authorities, a boat was secured,
for the first time, for the purpose of load-
in frnit at Bunbury. Unfortunately
arrangements had been go far advanced that
he could not get a boat until fairly late in
the geasan, but we understand that the Fed-
eral anthorities have promised that as many
boats a3 may be wanted will be available next
year, at the right times. So it is not a ques-
tinn of hoats not wanting to eall at Bunbury;
they will eall if the growers stick together
and declare that they will ship their fruit
from that port.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you sure that
this ia not merely an election promise?

Mr. ANGELO: That may have something
to do with it, but I doubt it, I do not think
it will be long before a private firm will be
prepred to provide cool storage facilities
at Bunbury. The question eropa up, however,
ag fo whether it will be advisable to give a
mononoly of this kind to a private firm, T
support the contention of the member for
Bunbury that the Government should not
only provide these facilities at Fremantle,
but rleo give Bunbury that which is its just
due. The S-uth-West fruit industry should
have Bunbury as its port. I hope the Gov-
errmant will sec their way clear to provide
additirnal agrienltural edueation for our boys,
as wns suprgested last night., Many of our
Irde are trained as engineers, ete, and we
fint them afterwards drifting away from

the <tater as there are no jobs for
themt here. We are losing their ser-
virga, wherens, if we could edueate more
of v~ vouth to he first-class farmers,

agriculture, which means so much to the
Btate, w-nld thus be encouraged. Amongst
thn frpetions of the Agricultural Department
ig thot of sheep raising. It is satisfactory
to knaw that the number of sheep in the
Strte iz increasing, and I believe that with
@i+ o administration ovur flocks will he
drubled within the next 10 years. Mr.
Hirham. a leading farmer of England, whom
some kon. members met when he was over
here with Major Beleher, after having heen
in the ®tate for a time, ovpressed the
opininn th*t we in Australia should encourage
ta the rtwost onr wonl growing industry.
He s~il that we should pay more attention
to waol growing than to the growing of fruit,
wheat, or anything else, for the reason that
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other parts of the world eould grow fruit and
wheat, but that Australian wool was becom-
ing recognised as one of the finest that could
be produced anywhere.

Mr., Money: And by further development
we ean double its production.

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Higham said, also,
that he could not understand why we allowed
our wool to go to England to be s0ld, becanse
it was good enough to be sold herc. He said
that the buyers should come out here to pur-
chase it, <‘They want it,’’ he continued,
*“and they should ¢ome here to buy it. You
should never lose sight of it, and you should
know exactly what the buyers are doing.’’
Thit was the adviee of o man who has been a
successful farmer and business man, I am
pleased to be able to record that the local
wool sales of a few wecks ago were remark-
ably suceessfnl,  The pastoralista can be
congratulated on the execllent results of the
sales and the priecs obtained. In connection
with the advancement of the sheep breeding
industry, the Premier has a proposal now
hefore him in connection with the flotation
of a company in London for the stocking
and developing of 32,000,000 aercs on the
Upper Gascoyne. The company @0 not want
very much from the Government beyond the
guarantee of a few years’ intercst on deben-
tures, half by the State, and half by the
Commonwealth. T trost that the Govern-
ment will be able to see their way to do this.
The Govermment will not lose anything; as
a matter of faet thev will gain by the
increased traffic on the railways, and the
results that will follow from the taxation
which will become payahle by the new settlers.
When cool storage works are established at
Fremantle, a big fillip will be given to cattle
growing and shecp raising in the North, The
price that the people of the metropolitan area
are paying for meat at the present time is
ridienlously high. This is not the fault of
the pastoralists; they are getting only a fair
thing. Tt is not the fault 2f the retail but-
chers; they are not making too much
money. Tt is due to the operations of
a few widdlemen, The establishment
of cool storage works will have a big
effeet in  stabilising the price of beef
and mutton. Beef can be brought from Kim-
herley and mutton from Carnarvon and sold
in the metropolitan area. T cannot see why
we cannot be supplied with ehilled meat in-
stead of frozen meat. Chilled meat is ear-
ried from Argentine to England, a journey of
14 days by the boafs now used. Here we ean
get heef from Kimberley in seven days and
mutton from Carnarven in two days, and
there 38 no reason why we should not have
chitled meat sold in the metropolitan area.
With proper facilities and machinery, we
shonld be able to get heef and mutton for
consumption in Perth at a little over one-half
of the present price without the pastoralist
sefferine in onv wav, T am pleased that the
Minister mentioned the dingn nest. During
my recent visit to the Gascoyne dis-
trict I heard serious complaints from
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numbers of pastoralists about the rav-
ares of the dingoes and not omly the
dingoss, but the domestic dogs which have
been allowed to run wild. They are probably
worse in many instaaces thar the dingoes. 1
had hojed the Government would establish a
board comsisting of pastoralists, farmers and
Governient nominees.

Hon. P. Collier: A majority members of
your association?

Mr. ANGELO: No.

Mr. Latham: We would be very glad if
there were.

Hon. P, Collier;
ping back.

Mr. ANGELO: This is a pest which di-
Tectly affeets the pastoralists and farmers
and, if a board is to be establishel to deal
with it, those two interests should be repre-
sented. I supggest o board consisting of three
pastoralists, three farmers and three Govern-
ment nominees, the pastoralists finding one-
third of the eost, the farmers one-third and
the Government one-third.

Hon. P, Collier: You are letting the Gov-
ernment down lightly.

Mr. ANGELO: The Government are doing
more than that now, It would mean that the
board would control the whole of the de-
satruction and would be zble to declare the
policy. It should be a national policy ex-
tending throughout the State, not as it is to-
day, one board paying probably £5 for the
destruction of dingoes and another board
paying only 10s. We shall never get rid of
the dingoes while that policy continues.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We shall not want

any Government shortly, Wz shall have all
boards.
- Mr. ANGELO: I do not know that we
shall be any worse off for that. We know
the Government platform ig very wide. and
another board will only make it wider.

I hope you are not slip-

Hon. P. Collier: Another little board
won’'t make any difference.
Mr. ANGELO: Our slogan has been

““produce’’ and I want the department to do
all it can in this direction. The department
should not be niggardly in sceuring the best
men obiainable. I want to sce the depart-
ment well manned, and we must not stint a
few pounds. If efficiently anned and properly
administered, we ean safely rely on the de-
partment to safeguard the futurc of the State.

Hon. W, . Angwin: Yon have forgotten
something, bananas and peanuts.

Mr. ANGELO: They eomec under the
North-West Department.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [9.35]: The
Minister referred to the edocat:onal value ot
the department and the work performed by
the State farms at Chapman and_Merredin. T
had an opportunity to visit the Merredin
State FParm, and the work T saw was of ¢x-
ceptional value. I hope that cuterprise will
be extended. It was the second occasion on
which I had visited a State farm. Two years
ago, when the Minister took a party to the
Ajana distriet, I saw the work of the Chap-
man State Farm. I was keealy disappointed
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with the work there at that time. The place
seemed to be absolntely deserted and the
buildings were in a very dilapidated condi-
tion.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should have
come under the LAB,

Mr, DAVIES: That condifion was dve to
the cheeseparing policy of the Government.

Hoen. P. Collier: They are the oaly two
farms not on the LA.B.

Mr, DAVIES: The conditions there have
sinee been very much improved. I was im-
pressed with the enthusiasm displayed by the
employees of the Merredin State Farm and
the whole of the farmers who attended that
field day. I hope the Government will extend
the State farm system.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You should go on an
off day, not on a show day.

Mr. DAVIES: What I saw at Merredin
did not grow in a day or a weck. It must
have entailed months of labour. The staff
must have applied themselves with energy
and intelligence to produce such results. An-
other very pleasing feature was the large at-
tendance of farmers, which thowed that the
work of the State farm was appreciated.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I suppose they ex-
pressed the wish that they could get the same
amoumnt of money to expend on their own
farms,

Mr. DAVIES: I do not know how much
has been expended on the State farms.

Mr. Latham: Not very much, anyhow.

Mr, DAVIES: The State has a very good
officer in the Dircetor of Agriculture, Mr.
Sutton. He is a very live man. On the even-
ing after the field day, he delivered a lecture
and was listened to with close attention. It
would be a good thing if all State enterprizes
could be made equally valuable to the State.
T can understand the enthusiasm of the mem-
ber for Gascoyne in regard to the State
steamer running on the North coast and the
protection it affords to the public. = This
should be a good angury of what may be ex-
peeted when the question arises as to dispos-
ing of the Statc steamers. The Leader of the
Opposition should derive a degree of comfort
from the knowledge that members, apart
from those of soeialisiie tendenciecs, maintain
that these State enterprises must be kept go-
ing. I hope the Minister for Aprienlture
will extend his energies in the direetion of
starting a State experimental farm for cot-
ton growing. A few days ago I had the
pleasure of taking Mr. Jones through the
Swan Valley. He is trying to infuse inlo
the people of the State some idea of the white
wealth of tho world. The Minister might
bring into being, without great expense to
the State, a number of experimental ecotton
plots. These could be established without
starting a farm., There are people who would
be rrepared to undertake the cultivation of
small plots if subsidised by the Government
I hope the experiments in cotton growing wil?
prove a big success.
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The Minister for Agriculture: That comes
vnder the North-West Department.

Mr. DAVIES: I am informed that cotton
is grown in Ametiea in a latitude similar to
ours, though the same sharp frosts are not
experienced there, and that it would be pos-
sible to profitably grow cotton in these lati-
tudes. Experiments, however, are necessary
and we cannot ask the people to undertake
experiments unless they are subsidised by the
Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: Gooed old
Government!

Mr. DAVIES: 1If the Government do nas
much for the cotton growers as they have
done far the wheat growers and as they
expect to do for the fruit growers they will
be spending money wisely.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The only trouble is
they have not got the money.

Mr. DAVIES: There is some money here
yet. The hon. member does not think that
we are on the verge of hankruptey.

Hon, W, C. Argwin: What I think and
what T say are two differemt things.

Mr. DAVIES: Then the hon. member does
not say what he thinks. The work performed
by the handful of people in Western Aus-
tralia has been truly wenderful.

Mr, Latham: They have produced a lot of
wealth,

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, much more than they
can conveniently consume. If other sections
of Australia performed an equal amount of
work Australia would be an even better coun-
try than it is to-day. I regret very much
the Minister’s reference to the national
wheat pool. He was rather ungenerous in
hin reference to the Federal Government shosw-
ing much activity to form other pools.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Compared with the
State wheat pool it was very poor.

The Minister for Agrienlture: I said we
were capable of looking after our ¢wn dom-
estie eoencerns.

Mr. DAVIES: That is all right now that
the war s over, but the Minister and his
friends were very glad to get the assistance
of the people of Australia during the war,

Mr, Latham: Don’t you talk too much
about the sale of wheat by the Cummonwealth
Government!

Mr. DAVTES: I will say what I think re-
garding the efforts of the Commonwealth
Government on behalf of the primary pro-
ducers. I am referring to what the Minister
eaid when he suggested that what the Fed-
cral Government are doing is due to the elec-
tions. These pools have heen commenced be-
cause of the parlous condition of several in-
dustries to-day, and irrespective of whether
a Federal clection was in progress or not they
would have been established.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: They only guaranteed
the position through the banks in conjunetion
with the State.

Mr. Latham: Yes, for a vary valuable pro-
duct. ’

Mr. DAVIES: And that is everything. I
have heard members sitting on the cross
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beuches endeavouring to helittle the guaran-
tee of the people of Australia,
Mr, PICKERING: Whom did you hear say

anything of the sort??

Mr. Latham: Give us an instancel

Mr, DAVIES: I have not kept a note of
all that I have heard, but it riles me when I
hear responsible members of the House re-
ferring to the work of the national Gavern-
ment along these limes.

Mr, Pickering: Nothing was said along the
lines you suggeat.

AMr, DAVIES: We should give the natiounal
Government credit for what they have done.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There was not much
eredit in selling wheat to England as they did.

Hon. P. Collier: They robbed Australian
farmers of millions of money.

Mr. Latham: Yes, they robbed the farmers
of over five millions.

Mr. DAVIES : I do not know that that
is a faet. [If it cannot be answered, the hon,
member will have a point to use during the
Pederal eleetions. I want to place on record
my delight at the enthusiasm shown by the
primary producers in their work. They are
applying themselves to their task with en-
thusiasm and, notwithstanding what one or
two memberg in this Chamber may say re-
garding the National Government, the farm-
ers are appreciative.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I think we belittle
the State Govermment regarding what they
have done and put too much stress on what
the Federal Government have done.

Mr. DAVIES: When I refer to the Na-
tionul Goverument of Australia, I mean the
Federal Government and do not speak of it
as representative of one political party.
When I was visiting the agricultural districts
a little while ago I was partieularly struck
with the energy with which the people on the
land were applying themselves to their task.
I have been bred in an industrial area and
I can view quite digpassionately the differ-
erce between the industrial world and the
world of the primary producer. In the one
cage, we have indifference, charges of going
slow, of pot co-operating with the employers,
and so forth, As I gaw the work of the
farming ecommunity at Merredin  recently,
everyone, from the father to the children,
seemed to take a deep interest ir his own
partienlar work. Whether it is duwe to the
fact that they are their own employers or
not, the fact remains that they are bringing
enthusiam into play that, were it present in
the industrial world, would be of advantage
to the State. I urge the Government to do
their utmost to foster the groun settlement
system and to extend the agricultural, horti-
cultural and viticultural industries of West-
ern Australia. If there is one thing more
than another that will produce a contented
population in WWestern Australia, it is to
make as many people as possible their own
employers. I am pleased, in conelusion, to
record my appreciation of the services rem-
dered to the State by Mr. Sutton as Director
of Agriculture.
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Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.50]: I wish
to place on record my appreciation of the
services of the officers of the Agriculinral
Department.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do pot say too mueh
along those lines.

Mr. PICEERING: I am going to say
what I think on that point. We have had
inferential aspersions cast on officers of tha
department and there is no justification for
them.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
anything of that sort.

Mr. PICEERING: There were remarks
that if these officers were what they were
presumed to be, they should be reeceiving
better pay and if they were not worthy of
getting that pay, they should not be em-
ployed. What inference can be drawn from
those remarks? I draw the inferemce that
the suggestiont is that the officers are not fit
for their duties.

Mr. Latham:
ference.

Mr, PICKERING: The member for York
{Mr. Latham) can explain his attitude later
cn. If one reads with care the reports fur-
nished by the officers of ihe Agricultural De-
partment, one must be impressed by the
grasp they have of the whoele situation, The
member for Bunbury (Mr. Money) dealt ex-
tensively with the fruitgrowing industry aad
made Au interesting statement. There are
one or itwo points, however, that he over-
locked. In to-day’s ‘‘West Ausiralian’’
there is a leading article that was devoted
to the fruitgrowing industry. There are cer-
tain statements contained in the article whieh
are worthy of being repeated now. The ar-
ticle states—

At the beginning of the present season,
fruitgrowers were threatened with a grave
crigis. Exports of jam, which in 1920-21
were valued at £550,000, fell last year to
£164,000. At the present moment one firm
in Tasmania alone has its store practically
full of last season’s pulp, the ecarryover
approximating 30,000 tons. A bumper erop
is expected in the present season, and it
has been estimated by a competent au-
thority that in January next Australia will
produce sufficient aprieots to meet the nor-
mal demand for two years.

Then the leader goes on to state—
8ir Henry Jones baa declared that more
fruit is being prodvced than the world can
assimilate, and the Prime Minister and
others have urged the curtailment of the
industry. But such counsel iz a gospel of
despair.

Further on it is stated—
The Advisory Couneil will entirely fail to
justify its existence if it has no better
advice for the grower than the curtailment
of production. The problems which it is
called upon to solve are the improvement
of the quality of the oaniput, the cheapen-
ing of the eosts of produetion, manufac-
ture, and transpert, the adoption of less

There has not heen

No one e¢lge drew that in-
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wasteful marketing methods, and the open-
ing up of new markets. Recently a trial
shipment of oranges were sent from Awus-
tralia to the New York market, with sue-
cesful results,

Later on it says—

Not by the retrogressive poliecy of limita-
tion of production, but by the improve-
ment in the quality of fruits produced,
and in the grading, packing, transporia-
tion and marketing of the product, will be
found the salvation of the fruitgrowing inm-
dustry. This can boe secured, if secured at
all, only by a national organisation,

Mr, Money: That has reference to soft

fruits.

Mr. PICKERING: I would also draw at-
tention to the report by Mr. G. W. Wickens,
the Officer in charge of the Fruit Indusiry,
which says—

The suvecess of the fruit induostry in
Western Australia depends upon the grow-
ers being able to placc their produce on
overscas markets at profitable prices. The
local market cannot absorb all the fruit
now grown in the State at a priee which
will recoup orchardists for their labour and
expenditure, and shipments overseas are
essential, Western Australia has been en-
gaged in the [ruit export trade for a mum-
ber of years, and this year a record waa
established in the number of cases sent
away.

Tlen details of the fruit exported are given
for the different years, showing that in 1922
we exported 269,241 cases. This is the Im-
portant part to which I desire hon. membera
to listen—

With reference to this year’s shipmeais
of apples to Loadon, the growers have ex-
perienced two disabilities; one being much
Jower prices than have been received for
many years, and the other, high cost of
placing the fruit om the market. Aas a
matter of faet, prices received for fruit in
London this year are practically the same
as heforg the war, when times were normal,
hut the cost of producing and marketing
is very much higher than it was then, and
the returns, as published in the Press, for
fruit which arrived by the later boats
leaves very littls fo the grower after ex-
penses have been paid. For some reason
which has not yet been satisfactorily ex-
plained, the apples, in many instances, ap-
peared to have carried badly, and tha
eables told of ‘‘Brown Heart'’ and ‘‘suf-
focation,”’ terms which are comparatively
new in the fruit export trade.

These statements come from authoritative
gources and attention should be paid to them.
Further, the conditions regarding the landing
of fruit on the London market require atten-
tion. There is just cause for complaint as
to the condition of fruit landed n the Lon-
don markets, In Pusselton I met a captain
who had been in chbarge of a ship that had
been engaged in the finit carrying trade, and
tie informed me that half the trouble was due
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to the way the fruit was put into the ship.
As it ig, tiers are made with the cases from
the bottom aud they are used as steps for
the men to carry other cases up to the higher
rows, It stands to reagon that men walking
over fruit cases in the way I have indicated
will adversely affeet the fruit in the boxes
which are used as steps. There is also the
problem of maintaining a proper temperature
in the ship’s holds and thkat is one that re-
quires close investigation. There is urgent
nccessity for dealing with this particular
phase of the business. The member for Bun-
bury has pointed out that, in order to make
a8 suecess of the fruitgrowing industry, the
charges in conieetion with the marketing of
consignments should be reduced. We do not
find the State timber mills straining any
effort to turn out fruit cases at a price lower
than those charged by the combimre that ex-
ists in comnection with the timber industry.
The State Sawmills should be able to pro-
vide growers with cheaper cares. It is not
Tight to increase the weight of fruit casea
in the way that we have seen of late. At ome
time the weight was fixed at 51lbs., later it
was raised to 56lbs., anl now it is 60lba. All
this in¢rease in weight means an increase in
freight. Then there is the charge of /d. per
case for inspection. All these imposts on
the industry tend to keep it back. I do not
wish to prolong a discussion on the fruit in-
dustry, but I have many fruit growers in my
electorate and it ia my duty to see that thejr
intereste are conserved. Turning to the po-
sition on the London market, I have here an
extract from the ‘‘Daily News.”” dated the
25th May, 1922, which states—

London may lose its position as the
chief fruit importing centre if the Port of
London authority does not attend to the
serious complaints of importers. Mr.
A. B. Cartwright, of the Fruit Trades’
Federation, writes to the ¢‘Daily News’’
that ‘‘conditions are 100 per cent. worse
tkan in pre-war days and deliveries from
vessels discharging in the Thames are
disgracefully slow and Irregular.’’ If the
Port of London authority undertock the
delivery direct from the ship to the
sellers, the saving of time, money and
waate would be a eonsiderable item, and
the big percentage of pilferage and
broken cases would cease to be a charge
upon merchant and growei.

It shows also that two or three shipments
have arrived in London and that it hag
taken from three to four weeks to put the
fruit on the market. This merely emphasiges
the wide room there is for improvement
there. The attention of the Agent General
should be drawn to the state of affairs in
London with a view to securing some altera-
tion, It is becanse of the exeessive charges,
the excessive inspection fees, and so on,
that a difficulty is experienced in connection
with the fruitgrowing jindustry, and if on
top of all these hampering influences, there
ia to be the unsatisfactory position at the
Yondon end, I do not know what we can
expect. Sir Henry Jones has shown that
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there is over-production and some have gone
to the extent of suggesting that the indus-
iry should be curtailed. It is time we took
advantage of cvery channel to assist the
fruitgrowing industry and give the growers
an opportunity of handling their fruit more
satisfactorily. They should be relieved of
every handieap possible.

The Premier: We are doing that.

Mr. PICKERING: You have vot done
anything of the sort, and it will not be done
until the fruit is exported from the port
nearest at hand.

The Premier: That is available to you
now. You can export fruit from Bunbury,
Busselton or wherever you like.

Mr. PICKERING: That cannot be done
unless there are facilities for handling.

The Premier: We are providing facilities
at Fremantle but ships can go elsewhere as
well.

Mr, PICKERING : It is interesting to
read the report of the dairy expert and of
the chief inspector of stock, who points to
a gradual improvement. He says that until
we get proper pastures we cannot expect
the best results. We are entering upon the
development of the State on a group settle-
ment basis, and we have to make sure »f
markets for the settlers. ‘The main market
must lie through the dairying industry. We
should not rush cows on to the group settlers
until they have the necessary pastures. The
report urges that proper yustures should be
established at the earliest practieable date.
The Premier says he has put down more
pastures in that district than anywhere
else.

The Premier: No, I said I had put down
more in the State.

Mr. PICKERING: Where have you done
that? Can you tell me?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Lord save me
from my friends !

Mr. PICKERING: There should be more
experimental plots. We bhave only to turn
to the report of the irrigation expert on the
experimeat with bottle brush country at
Albany. Without any ulterior motive, I
give every credit to Mr. Vaughan for the
way in which he is carrying out that experi-
ment. I hope the suceess achieved will be
maintained. The main market for the gronp
settlers must be dairying and hogs. This
report shows that we are lagging far bebind
in that direction. It must be borne in mind
that we in the South-West cannot look to
the wheat areas to give us offal at a price
helow that which they can realise elsewhere.
Tt should be part of the province of the
Agrieultural Department to endeavour to
induce the growth of crops which will take
the place of the waste products of wheat.

Mr. Harrison: They cannot successfully
carry on dairying without such erops.

Mr. PICKERING: BEvery experiment
should be made on the country on which we
are settling mewcomers.

Hon. P. Collier. 1n the early days, down
at Bnsselton, they fed the pigs on figs,



[15 NovEMBER, 1922.]

Mr, PICKERING: They do so still. The
trouble is-that the fig tree i3 of sweh a slow
growth, On page 13 of this report, the
poultry cxpert draws attention to the market
for young stock in Java and Singapore.

. Hon. P. Coilier: I do mot think we should
allow the export of live poultry until we first
supply local requirements.

Mr. PICKERING: If therc is a market
in the Near East, it will serve to add to the
suceess of the group settlements. Our own
shortage will be speedily overcome, after
whi~h there will be these markets in the Near
East. I am glad to note that the butter
factory at Busselton:

Mr. Underwood: Where is Busselton?

Mr, PTCKERING: I hope the hon, mem-
ber will not ask me to give an aceount of the
last evening he spent at the Ezplanade Hotel,
Busselton, The Busselton  hutter factory
turned out 11,858 lbs. of butter less last year
than in the previons year. This was due to
the railwny strike.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
numbers of suppliers?

Mr. PICKERTNG: Yes.
you know all about it.

Hon. W. G. Angwin: You do not know
much about the butter factory.

Mr, PICKERING: Do I not? On a pre-
vipus oecasion I brought under the notice of
the Minister the necessity for increased re-
frigerating plant in that factery.

Hon. P. Collier: And of course he has
taken no notice of it.

Mr, PICKERING: Yes, he has, but I
regret to say the power is viewed by the
officer in charge of the factory as still being
inadequate. It iz a great pity that when the
work wag being undertaken, it was not done
to the full limit. It will not improve the
position to any great degree until the refrig-
eratirg  power is increased. T hope that
not too muech inducement will be held out
to group settlers to enter upon potato grow-
ing, at least not beyond our own local re-
quirements, It is going to be difficult to get
rid of our general crop in a normal year.
‘We have more than sufficient potato growers
to meet the small demand in the Eastern
States, Last year an experiment with
potntnes was made in the Fremantle freez-
ing works, It was an absolute failure, due
to the fact that it was not even cold storage.
The potatoes were simply put in there and
left. They developed digeases, and had to be
dumped in the sea. The success of dehydra-
tion has not yet been fully demonstrated.
At Kendenup it is only in its experimental
stage, T hope it will prove all that
Mr. de Garis claims for it. I do not
know where there i3 to be found a market
for dehydrated commodities. It would take
a lot to convince me that dehydrated
vevetables are Thetter than fresh vege-
tables. It is equivalent to saying that chilled
meat i3 better than fresh meat. While we
ean snpply the Perth markets with fresh meat.
I hope we shall continue to de so.

Did that knock off

Of eomrae. you
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Hon. P. Collier. It is all tinned meat down
Busselton way. :

Mr, PICKERING. There is more mutton
and wodl in the agricultural areas than in
the pastoral areas,

Mr. Money: There is more everything.

Mr. PIOKERING: 8o there is. And
every year will show an increase in that
regard. The South-West is at last coming
into its own.  Until quite recently, Bunssel-
ton has been under a ecloud. Farmers down
there could mot get any advances from the
Apricultural ‘Bank. One heard all sorts of
aspersions ecast on the inhabitants® of
Buszelton. e b

Hon. P. Collier: Déar, delightful, sleepy
old Busselton. ST

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, we were told they
lived to about 90. However, when 1 go fo
Busselton now, and sec the real- Busselton,
it gives me heart to do all I can to direet
further attention and econsideration to its
requirements.

Hon. P. Collier: That is due to the encr-
getic representation of recent years.

Mr. PICKERING: I should like to take
some small credi. I trust my representation
of that district hag not been to its deiriment.
I hope the efforts I have put forward have
gone some way towards helping prosperity
in that town and distriet. T commend ihe
department for the work deme during the
past year. The reorganisation which has
taken place has yielded good results, and L
hope the officerse under the control of the
Minister will be affordel every encourage-
ment to persevere in the excellent work which
they have heen doing.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [10.167: For a start I must confess
that T do not know mueh about agriculture.
Thetrefore I shall not offer either the Min-
ister or hig expert officers any adviee as to
how their work should be carried ont. The
experts, in partienlar, are bound to benefit
from the speeches made here to-night. 1T
greatly regret that the member for Sussex
blames the railway strike for the decrease
in butter production at Busselton. It is
strange that ont of the numerons butter
factories in Western Awustralia, Busselton
alonc should have a decrease. The railway
sirike should have affected factories situ-
ated elsewhere, in greater or lesser degree.
The Director of Agriculture, referring to
this suhject, states—

Butter and Bacon TFactories.—Despite
the disabilities of low prices, the output
for the ycar showed an increase, estimated
at 24 per cent. over the previons year,
some factories showing an increase up to
62 per cent., whilst in othera there was a
slight decrease; the factories at Bunbury,
Narrogin, Northam and Gonowangerup
doing particnlarly well. The large amount
of butter made on the farms this year
was higher than formerly, rendering it
diffieult to keep factory expenses down.
Two new factoriea commenced operationa
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this year, namely Geraldton butter aml

bacon factory at Geraldton, and Maecfar-

lane’s butter factory, Harvey . . . . State

Butter Faetories,—The output of butter

at the State butter factories shows a

slight decreasc compared with previous

years, which was in part attributable to
the foregoing reasons. The railway strike in

January, 1921, and the new scale of freights

and railway regulations, dealt the Busselton

butter factory a very severe blow, result-
ing in a loss, owing to its geograpbicul
position, of 100 suppliers (vide manager’s
report).
It appears that the Busselton butter factory
is in the wrong position, that the factory is
not well situated geographically for the
dairy farmers in the district. Therefore I
give the Minister just one piece of adviee,
that he should consider whethar it would
not be well to shift the factory to some site
more suitable to the dairy farmers.

The Minister for Agriculture: The dairy
farmers should take the factory over them-
solves,

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: Oue cannot expect
pecple to take over a losing propesition.
The Busselon butter factory is apparently
the only one that was a losing proposition
during the year. The member for Sussex
in his speech &id not refer to that fact. He
did not tell the Committee that the reason
for the shortage in tbe ontput was that the
factory is in the wrong place. As regards
certain remarks made this evening, I do not
believe that any (overnment, no matter
what ita political faith, would leave undone
anything they possibly could do to provide
the best means of trangport and the cheap-
est method of transit for the purpose of
brioging our produce to market. I know
the difficulties. It is but recently that vari-
nas Federal members of Parliament, some
representing the sonth-western portion of
this State, made representativns to the Fed-
eral Government, during the time the Fed-
eral authorities were controlling shipping,
which they are not doing to-day. It was
they arranged that steamers should call at
certain porta here for the express purpose
of taking away fruit. Hon, members lere
who represent the fruit growing districts
arc aware that the ateamers did not arrive,
and that the fruit could not be sent away
until it was too late. That was not the
fauit of the present Government of Western
Augtralia. They made representations, aml
ot the Federal members to assist them.
This happened not long ago. There are only
a ¢ertain number of ships with refrigerated
space tradiag betweea Australia and Lon-
don. The Eastern ports, naturally, have the
first offer of the refrigerated space, with the
result that steamers Gl up there if they ean
possibly dn so. This State will continue to
be under that disability until our exports
are sufficiently large to enable us to fill all
the refrigerated space of ateamers. It is
uselers to blame the Government in that
connection. All Governments here have ex-
perienced the same difficulty. One writes
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and telegraphs to Melbourne, and gets pro-
wises and promises, but the promises never
bear fruit. Remarks have been made that
preference has been shown to Fremantle,
Lel me say that neither the Government nor
anyone else, except the company owniog a
steainer, ean econtrol the port to which the
steamer goes.

Mr, Money: It was not the shipping com-
panies who wanted to leave Albany.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: I waa not io publie
life then. The German steamers first came
inte Fremantle, and the other companies
thought it necessary to go there also in
order to get the trade,

Mr. Money: The other companies came to
Fremanile because Fremantle wag given the
best shipping facilities,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Fremantls
facilities then were not as good as the Bun-
bury facilities are to-day. Fremantle had
then merely the open river. Fremantle
Harbour is the cheapest ever constructed in
Westeru Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture:
shipped from Albany to-day.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: Yes, because of
the cool storage there. Fremantle did not
growl about the provision of cool storage at
Albany, because Fremantle recognised that
it was necessary to have cool storage in a
district growing a great deal of fruit, Fre-
mantle members like to see all the ports in
Woestern  Australia  prosper, and no Fre-
mantle member, since I have been here, has
ever nged his influence or vote to debar im-
provements from being carried out at any
other port. Howerver, the development of
Fremantle cannot be checked; one might as
weil try to stop the tide. All this jealousy
sbhould be wiped out. The more Bunbary,
Albary, and other ports develop, the better
for Fremantle, The southern portion of the
State will require new harbours, because
tbat portion will not rail its products up
Lill to this end of the State when it can
12§l its goods down hill to sea ports near at
hand, IEverntually we ghall have all the big
stesmers coming to Fremantle, and small
steamess trading to the outports for the
purpose of feeding those large steamers.
Hon, members must realire that this State
cannot dip a buocket into the sea and pull
up sovereigns. We can only expend for a
period more than the revenne which we re-
ceive. We lave been doing that for a few
vears now, buf it cannot go on. It is idle
te talk of thiz work, that work, and the
other work to be done by the (fovernment,
Leesusq we kpow the Goverament have- not
the money. Undoubtedly this Siate wants
further development—roads, railways, water
supplies, and agrienftural development; but
we are not ip a financial position te supply
oll those requirements straight away. It is
our duty to assist any Government in power
to ¢arry on the affairs of this State to the
Lest possible advantage without running the
Rtnte into debt.

Mr. Money: We cannot afford not to do-
these things you have mentioned.

Fruit 18
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Horn., W. . ANGWIN: We can only o
to u certain extent, and if we find ourselves
ar the end of our tether we shall be in a
bhad way. All those things have to be dore,
but they will take time. The State has done
and is doing wonders considering its popula-
tion. No other State bas Jone as much as
Western Australia during so short a period
o1 development.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [10.30]: On behalf
of the agriculturista T desire to say that we
appreciate what the department are doing at
their experimental farms in the State. The
exhibition we had at Merredin the other day
was an eye-opencr. We saw erops which went
15 bushels where the rainfall had been only
7 inches. This shows that the department
are doing something to safeguard ws against
dry seasons which at any time we may be
subjected to. I have no wish to tender advice
to the Minister but I do consider it a pity
that this Chamber has not the infor-
mation that was placed before the visi-
tors to the State farm on a retent
field day and thai that information is
not distributed throughout the agricul-
ural areas. I know that the Minister will
declare that lack of funds prevents this being
done, On this snbjeet it may be apropns
to mention here that we should congider the
advizableness of publishing an agricultural
gazette, I am sure it would be self-support-
ing though at the outset some expenditure
would be involved in its produetion.

Hon, P. Collier: We had one some years

ago,

Mr. LATIHAM: We require it more than
vver at the present time.

Hon, P. Collier: What ahout your officinl
nrgan{

Mr. LATHAM: Do
““Worker*’?

Hon, P. Collier: Neo the ‘‘Primary Pro-
dueer.”?

Mr. LATHAM: That iv a useful paper,
but it does not go far enough. T appeal to
the Minister to consider the advisableness of
starting an agricultural gazette which would
yprove of benefit to the State. We are receiv-
ing to-day valuable information from the ex-
perts of the department and this information
should be ecirculated through the medium of
n journal. The agricultural areas are on the
point of extending sheep raising, and we
know that there are very few farmers in the
wheat districts who ean cull their sheep. Val-
uable information is being given to these pao-
ple by the sheep expert, Mr. MecCallum.

Hon, P, Collier: 1lle iz only a half-time
officer. In the other half he is oecupied or-
ganising for the ‘‘Primary Producer.’’

. Mr. LATHAM: I have not heard of that.

Hon. P. Collier: You do not read the
“‘Primary Producer,”” or you would have
found that out.

Mr. LATHAM: I am pleased to hear that
the Minister intends to deal with the dingo
pest in a manner which will be satisfactory
to the State. I would alse urge him to con-
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sider the question of extermirnating rabbits
which, to-day, are increasing more rapidly
that ever before. Some steps will have to be
taken to insist upon land holders Eeeping
rabbits down in their areas, while the Govern-
ment will also have to do something similar
in respect to Crown lands. Wa do not want a
repetition of the experienee of the Eastern
States of some years ago. The suggestion
that the rabbit proof fences should be re-
moved should not receive & moment’s conaid-
eration, and if at any time pressure should
be brought to bear on the Minister in this
direction, I hope he will stand up against it.
Recently I saw inside the No. £ fence that
the crops had not been touched, while half a
mile away on the other side, there were big
patehes which had been eaten right down,
showing that the fence was of service to that
part of the State. Reparding the Peel es-
tate I had the opportunity recently of seeing
what the Government were doing there. I
was led to believe that a lot of people from
Home had settled there. Thesc people should
receive the best adviee as to the manmner of
systematically working the land., Whatsever
the cost may be, it wiil be money well spent.
There should be small experimental plots to
show what can be produced and the methed
of producing.

Hon, P, Collier: There is an expert thera
now,

Mr. LATHAM: But he does not seem to
have got hold of things properly. It appeared
to me that there wasg no system in the method
of cultivation. Of coursze, it is only 8 new
place, but we should safeguard ourselves
against any waste of money, whether that
waste he on the part of the settler or the
department,

Hon, P. Collier: There has been spent there
already no less than £120,000.
er. LATHAM: It is going to be worth
that.

Hon. P. Collier: I think so too.

Mr. LATHAM: I believe we are getting
value for every pemny spent there. .

Mr. Meney: And it will be an illustration
of what it will be possible to do in many dthor
similar centres.

Hon. P. Collier: That is why there should
be the best possible adviece given.

Mr. LATHAM: Regarding what the mem-
ber for Guildford (Mr. Davies) said as to
what the Commonwealth Government had done
for the wheat growers of the State, I hap-
pened to pick np a paper recently and noticed
that a question was asked by Sir Newton
Moore in the House of Commons regarding
the price at which Australian wheat was sold
to the Imperial Government on the London
matket, and the price at which purchases
were made from other countries. The answer
given was that the price paid to Australia
was 3. 1d. per bushel less than that given
for wheat from any other part of the world.
If the member for Guildford holds that up
as an example of what the Commonwealth
Government were able to do for us in this
regard, we may well say, ‘Save us from our
friends,’’
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Mr. Money: But we could not bave shifted
it ourselves,

The Miuister for Agrieulture: It is all very
well to be wise after the event.

Mr. LATHAM: I appreciate very much the
work which was carried out by the State in
the handling of the pool last season. On the
subject of pools attention may be drawn to
the fact that the Commonwealth has not yet
settled up the 1916-17 pogl. The State can
do very much better than that and give the
iarmer a hetfer deal. I do not like to hear
the Commonwealth Gavernment heing held up
as auch great friends of the State when they
do business or these lines. I congratulate the
Minister on the work he has done, and I trust
that next year he will have a bigger sum
of money at his disposal for the development
of the industry which he controls.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.40]: The
Director of Aprieulture ought to be regarded
as the technical head of the department rather
than the clerical head. In fact, it is es-
sential that all the professional men attached
to the department should be reiimved as much
as possible of their clerical dulics. The Min-
ister stated in his speech that he would like
to hear the views of those members who
visited Merredin a little while back. Al-
though the ycar has been anything but a
good one from the standpoint of the State
generally, it has been a most sncecssful year
from the experimental point of view, especi-
ally at Merredin. The State is indebted to
Mr. Sutton to a greater extent than we can
possibly realise in connection with the growth
of certain varieties of wheat which varicties
are now stabilised and are true to type. In
my opinion—and I have expressed this view
through the colurmns of the ‘*'West Austra-
lian’’—settlers now growing wheat between
Burracoppin and Southern Cross have a bet-
ter fighting chance than thown settlers who,
25 years ago, setlled east of Tammin, T am
satisfied that the production of wheat and
oats has placed farming in these areas on a
bagis far and away superior to anything we
could have expeeted a few years age. Any
farmer whao is contemplating a departure in the
working of his farm would he well advised,
hefore wasting time and rapital, fto pay a
visit to the experimental farm at Merredin
or Chapman and ascertain if such work has
already been undertaken by experts. Quite &
lot of farmers who eontemplate changing the
variety of their wheat, or their metheds of
cultivation, or whn are conf-onted with some
problems, would probably {ind that experts
had already undertaken investigations which
would prove most valeahle to them. I am
pleaced to note many of the matters in the
agrieuftural report. One asnect I wish to re-
fer to, beeanse it follows on vhat I suggested
gome years acte when speaking on the TFsti-
mates, and that is with regard to the Ten-
mark farm and pure bred stock. Tt is now
jrtrnded to take vp the Jersey breed for dairy
purnoses. Nothing could prove of greater
value to the Aairy indurtry than herd-testing
wherever dairving is made the first line of
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production. In yesterday's - West Austra-
lian’’ was an article giving the vecord of a
cow which I would like to compare with the
record of our own cattle, This particular
vow, namel Mclbe XV., belongs to a herd
calleil the Darbalara milking Shorthorns.
It is from a stud farm in New South Wales.
Thi» cow preduced in nine months a milk
vield equal to 22,5971451bs. with an average
test of 4 per eent, totalling 9°R8.187 lhs. of
hutter fat, The highest we have is a cow be-
longing to Mr. Goyder at Ruelands, which,
in an cqual period, produced 568%1be. of
hutter fat, This cow is approximately equal
to the average of the New South Wales stud
herd to which I have referred and, as it is the
premier ecow of Western Australia, we still
have n long way to go to get on eqnal terms
with the best cow in New South Wales,

Hon. P. Collier: What age was that cow?

Mr. HARRISON: TFonr yeare.

Mr. Mann: Was that dus to the feeding?

Mr, HARRISON: Partly so; the details
of the feeding are given. On the average of
that particular dairy, our best cow showed veny
well, The cow mentioned lowest in our list pro-
duced 2941bs. There are 14 cows mentioned in
the annual report of the Reyul Agricultural
Society of New South Wales, and the range
wias from 564 down to 447 lba Our average
is not bad, but we have a long way to go be-
fore we reach a ehampion beast. There were
about 14 heasts ahead of Mr. Goyder’s cow
and our highest was about the average of tha
New Sonth Wales dairy., Herd-testing is a
greater eduentional factor for dairy farmers
than anything else,

Hon. P. Collier: Are our dairy experta
dealing with the matter in the distriets?

Mr. HARRISON: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: How far are they poinc?

Mr. HARRISON: Tests have lLeen taken
at Doodlakine,

Hon. P. Collier:
singled out.

Mr. HARRISON: Not that L am aware
of. Tests are earried out wherever they ara
asked for.

Mr. Mann: Dowerin nroduces good hutter.

Mr, HARRISON: Then the hon. member
shonld pet the experts to test the stock. Go-
ing through the agricultural societies’ shows
one can notice the advancrmert being made
as a result of the expert adviee given to
farmere.

Hon. P. Collier: Do not yon think these cx-
pert offiecera shonld leeture to the thonsands
of people at show timet

Mr. HARRTSON: Very often they do.

Hon. P. Collier: But not at our show
here.

Mr. HARRISON: During show weck the
Jeetures were given in Perth. Why does the
Leader of the Opposition try to pull mv leg
hy asking these questions about lectures?

Hon. P, (oltier: Tg not the attention of the
people at such 2 time taken up with lectnres
on fat women., when it oucht to be lertures
by departmental experts?

Mr, HARRISON: T do nnt think w-~ are
giving svofficient attention to the develnping

Your town must have been
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of the cotion industry. In Lancashire they
are doing all they ean to stimulate the pro-
duction of cottou throughout the Empire be-
cause of the deereased yields in America and
Epypt. In Western Australin we have the
sotl and the elimatic conditions for the de-
velopment of a cotton wealth which will not
be equatled except by our wool wealth. It is
worth thc expenditure of a few thousand
pounds to sce where we are in respeet of
cotton, The sooner we get to work the
better, while the Commounwealth Government
are willing to guarantes the price for seed
cotton. It is well worth our while to jump
right in. After Hatening to Mr. Jones’
lectures, I am convinced that ratoon cotton
can be grown in Western Australia, If it
shonld prove that we have to grow cotton as
an annual in various parts, if there is a
chance of the ratoon plant being likely
to injure the cotton, we can deal with it
when the trouble arises. But till that trouble
arises, why not take advantage of our cli-
mate and of the cleanliness of our aoil to do
what wo can? On the Education Vote last
night I said that cotton sced should bhe dis-
tributed amongst our country schools. The
magnitude of the wealth that can be pro-
dueed renders it worth while taking the mat-
ter in hand.

Ttem—Sheep and wool inspector, £384:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hate having to com-
plain about the action of members of the
Primary Producers’ Association, but the
ramifications of that body are so many, and
the influence of some of its prominent repre-
sentatives so great, that one cannot allow
their actions to pass without ecomment. T
impress on the Minister the neecessity for
keering strietly apart the work of the de-
partmental officers—who, as such, can be
under no political organisation—from the
efforts of political organisation, I have here
the report of a weeting held in the Gerald-
ton district, at which the fact that Mr. Me-
Callum, an officer of the department, the
sheep and wool inspector, was to give an ad-
dresg to the farmers, led to a fairly large
attendance. When farmers turn up to hear
& technical lecture, it is entirely wrong that
a politieal organiser should buott in and de-
liver an oreanising speech an hour in length,
slang-wanging in villianous misrepresentation
all and sondry. [t i3 altogether undesirable
that officers of the department should be thus
associated with the organisers of a political
bedy. On the other hand, such organisers
should not attempt to take advantage of the
drawing power of a departmental lecturer to
gecure’ an audience. The ‘‘Primary Pro-
ducer*’ in jts report says that at a meeting
of the Mullewa branch, held in the agricul-
tural! hall on the 24th, only formal business
was transacted to permit of addresses being
given by Mr. Manners, the organiser,. and
Mr. MecCallom, the sheep and wool expert,
If the organiser in his address had confined
himself to questions relating to agriculture
generally, there might not be so much objee-
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tion to it. But he did not do that. After
dealing penerally with the need for the
farmers to organise in order to protect their
interests and welfare, after strongly urging
upon them the need for ‘‘one big union’’ of
farmers——

Mr. A. Thomson:
that, are you?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certaiuly not.
organiser went on to say—

He claimed that the =association had
been responsible for land reductions and
the catablishment of the Industries Assist.
ance Board, which had been such a boon
to farmers.

Mr. Teesdale: Was that said By Mr. Me-
Callum, the wool expert?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No; by Mr. Man-
ners, the paid organiser. If he were a union
man, he would be called a paid agitator. How-
ever, belonging to this association, he is an
orgoaniser, or a representative of the asso-
ciption. He claimed that his assoeciation wag
to be credited with the establishiment of the
Industries Assistance Board, which had been
such 2 boon to the farmers—entirely iemor-
ing the fact that the hoard was established
and the Indvstries Assistance Act introduced
by the Labour Governmeat. That wags said
by this man who goes around the country
attempting to mislead the farmers. TUnable
to secure an audience for himself, he gets it
through the agency of an expert Government
adviser.

Member: It might he the other way about.

Hon. P. OOLLIER: No. The farmers
would travel miles to hear an expert on mat-
ters affecting their welfare, but not to hear
a blithering idiot like Manners, whom they
know. The expert gets the audience, and
then Manners inflicts this kind of stuff upon
that -andienee—

The Labour Party claimed eredit for the
establishment of this institution, but he
had no hesitation in saying that had it not
been for the late Mr. Stanistreet, who was
then the general secretary of the associa-
tion, and who worked night and day to
bring it abent, it would prebably not be in
eXistence to-day.

Mr. Munsie: Mr. Stanistreet cireularised
the farmers, when the L.A.B. was first estab-
lished, advising them not to have anything to
do with it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Manners goes on to
say—

During the recent elections Mr, Collier,
speaking in the town hall at Geraldton,
malde capital out of it on the plea that
his party had been resporstble for it, and
many farmers had thereby been gulled into
supporting the Labour candidate,

Mr. Manners was present in the Geraldton
Town Hall on the night when I, as he says,
attempted to make capital; but he preserved
a very disercet silence throughout my speech
and after it. He did not question my vight
to claim for the Labour Party the establish-
mont of the IAB. He waited a fortnight

You are not opposed to

The



1602

to make a reply, which does not say much
for the veraeity of this individual. The re-
port continues—

The association had, moreover, been the

means of securing reductions, through the

repricing of conditional purchase lands, to
the extent of £207,000——
This reckless prevaricator makes a state-
ment like that, well knowing, or having every
reason to know, that the Act which brought
about the repricing of land was introduced
by the Labour Government.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: You should say ‘‘reck-
less hired prevarieator.’’

Hon. P. COLLIER: A paid prevaricator.
I do not mind his statements. He can go
around the country saying anything he likes,
but I object to his heing accompanied by a
Government official while engaged in spread-
ing broadcast these unzernpulous lies, He
zleo claims that his association secured—

reductions in insurance premiums, and

many other advantapes that the farmer
would mnot otherwise have enjoyed. DMr.

Manners referred to the wool, skin, and

hide employees’ strike at Fremantle some

time ago, when the action of 150 men lost

to this State two wool sales and held np a

large quantity of wool until the wopl mar-

ket collapsed. By the action of these men
the wool growers lost £1,400,000.

Mr. Willeock: What about the big firms
who bought the wool at a low price and re-
sold it?

Hon, P. COLLIER: T wish to show the
nature of the propaganda the man is carrying
on. Tt is purely political propaganda from
beginning to end. I gather that he is ome
of the men who go round the country spying
for a suitable seat, for a nest at the expense
of some hon, member on the cross benches,
no doubt; though [ sheuld imagine no mem-
ber need fear a man of this calibre.

In addition te that, the demurrage omn
the railways was £4,000, whieh, however,
was reduced by lLalf throngh the efforts of
the president of the association.

See the inflnence of the president. As soon
as the president raises his finger, the demur-
rage is wiped out.

Mr. A, Thomson: You know that that was
a justifiable reduction, don’t you?

Hon. P. COLLTER: I do not know.

Mr. A. Thomson: It was approved in this
House.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that,
but T do know this, that there is something
wrong if the State has a Commissioner of
Railways who unjustifiably imposes charges
amounting to £4,000

Mr. A, Thomson: That is what happened.

Hon. P. COLLIER: —and if those charges
cannot be removed except by extreme pres-
sure applied by a deputation.

Mr. A. Thomson: The deputation put the
case before the Commissioner, and he did
not know

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is rather a strange
thing if after representations had been made
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to him by way of correspondence and by kis
officials, the Commissioner was not aware
of cvery phase of the subject when he gave
his decision, prior to being waited upon by
the deputation, which was suceessful in oh-
taining a remission of £4,000.

Then, again, they had bhronght about de-

centralisation in regard to the business of

the Agricultural Bank and T.A.B., which

were now ostablishing branches and loeal

boards in the country distriets. It wilt

be the duty of these hoards——
Let hon. members observe that as far bhack
ay July thia man knew ail about the appoint-
ment of these local boards, and the functions
they were to discharge. He was then in
possession of information which members of
this House only received last week.

The Premier: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what he says,

The Premier: No one asked for decentrali-
sation.

Mr. A, Thomson: Decentralisation was the
Premier’s poliey. -

Hon. P, COLLIER: Manners continues—

Tt will be the duty of these boards to

inspect and report on properties
Mr. Mannera knew all ahont the functions of
these boards in July last.
held by farmers who have been assisted by
the I.A.B., and who, for one reason or
another, have not been able to make good,
and to put them on the right track, In
some places men had been struggling along
on inferior land, and where it is found
their properties are not suitable for wheat-
growing, or that they are over capitalised,
steps will be taken to give them a fresh
start.
He knows all about it. T.ast week we were
told it was only a matter of investigating and
offering advice to the Industries Assistance
Board! Now we see that it doea not stop
there, according to this organiser. He said
in July last, that certain things would be
done, and that the settlers would be given a
fresh start. According to this man, the re-
commendations of the local boards are to be
carried out; it does not matter what the
statutory board may have to say on the
matter. We now seo that the decisions of
the local boards are the ones that will be
ohserved. Then Mr. Manners went on to
refer to the wheat pool, and mattevs con-
nected with that movement, and on this point
the report states—

Mr. Manners condemned the setion of
the State Opvosition Leader and other
members of Parliament, in connection with
fizing the price of wheat for bome com-
sumption, which had not been fair to the
farmer.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Nothing ever is!

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so.

Mr. Piesse: Buot thia gentleman is an
organiger.

Hon. M. F. Troy:
jection meant

‘What does that inter-
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Manners said-
In many cases they did not make their
wants known to their Parliamentary re-
presentatives as they should—
My word, were they to do that, how long and
late we wounld have to sit!—

—the comsequence being that these men

very often had to guess their requirements,

with the result that they did not adeguatcly
represent the farmers, whose views they
were more or less ignorant of.

The Minister for Agriculture: e is after
a seat all right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Thase words satisfy
me as to what he is after. T have no doubt
that members of the Ceuntry Partr have read
this speeeh, and, in conseyuenece, they have
brightened up their knowledge regarding the
farmers’ requirements, Thus it is that we
have had a flood of expert knowledge on this
vote.

Mr. Latham: This is the first I have
known of that report.

Mr, Mann: Do you not real your owwn
paper?

Mr. Latham: The Leader of the Opposi-
tior. always does that for us.

Hon., P. COLLIER: The report procceds—

Mr. Manners concluded his address by
giving some intcresting details relating to
the power of organisation, and made a very
strong appeal to those present to do all in
their power to inerease the membership of
the branch, and make it a real live concern.

That is very sound advice. Then the report
goes on to say—

After Mr. McCallum had addresed the

meeting, and both speakers had satisfaec-

torily answered a number of questions put

to them, Mr. Carson moved a vote of

thanks whiech was earried with acclamation.
What I complain about is the combination
apd association of officers of the department
with a political organisation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It puts the officer in
an unenviable position.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is not fair to the
officer of the department at all

Mr. Piesse: What did he speak about?

Hon. P. COLLIER. There is nothing in
the report to show what he spoke about.

Mr. Willeock: He would give a lecture on
wool.

Mr. Latham:
politieal subjects.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should say not. No
rational farmer would attend a mceting to
listen to Manners, Thus it will be seen the
faet that Mr, McCallum was to deliver a
lecture was responaible for the attemdance,
and then this interloper buits in and gets rid
of his lying propaganda.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Yes, and MeCallum has
to speak after him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No such action was
ever taken in the days of the Labour Gov-
ernment, a8 an inducement to join the
‘“one big union.’’ This sort of thing iz quite
wrong. 1 hope the Minister for Agrieunlfure

He would not speak on
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will seo that if Mr. McCallum, or any of his
other officers are to address meetings in the
country, those meetings will be held entirely
fres from political or organising interests
associated with the primary producers. It
is entirely wrong. If an Inspector of Mines
were to call a meeting on the goldfields. and
the A.W.U. organisér were 1o atep in and
indulge in an hour’s discounrse, occupying a
column and a half in the newspaper, of
purely political propaganda of the kind to
which I refer, I wonder what would be said
by membera &itting on the Ministerial side
of the House. They would be justified in
complaining, and I hope Government officers
in the course of their duty—I am not com-
plaining about Mr, McCallum as an indi-
vidual, for.I have never seen him, and know
nothing about him—will not figure in associa-
tion with representatives of a purely political
organisation.

Mr, Teesdale: We must realise that it may
not have been possible to secure another hall
that night. Suvch an incident happened in
my own case.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Mr. Manners should
have heen silent if an officer of the Apgricul-
tural Department wae there. He should have
allowed M. MeCallum to deliver his lecture.
That would have been more discreet. After
Mr. MeCallum had spoken, those persons who
did mnot desire to stay and listen to Mr.
Manners could have left the room. In those
circumstanees, they would not have had to
listen to all this blather.

Mr. A. Thomson: That s 2 matter of
opinion,

Hon, P. COLLIER: But the fact remains
that the settlers had to wait for an hour
before Mr. McCallum could carry out his
duties.

Mr. Teesdale: Tt is very dervogatory to the
position which a Government officer should
take.

Hon. P. COLLIER: C(ertainly, particularly
as he had to sit and listen to this politieal
propaganda.

Mr. Teesdale:
important one.

Hon. P. COLLTER: TYes, It iz necessary
that we should draw attention to this state of
affairs. T hope thc Minister will see that &
stop is put to this sort of thing. There is a
tendency nowadays for administative affairs
#nd this political organisation to be mixed vp.
That is entirely wrong. Such was never done
in the past; it was never attempted during
the years Labour occupied the Treasury
Benches. The principle is wrong aand should
be scotehed at the outset, This is only an-
other bit of evidence of what has been going
on. Such an incident ghowmd rot be allowed
to occur again, If Mr. Mannera wanta to get
in pronaganda work, let hiin dn it, withont
interfering with the work c¢f a Government
officer.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1
assure the Leader of the Oprosition that
the officers of the department have been given
distinet and emphatic instruetions not to as-

The prineiple involved is an
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sociate themselves in any wuy during the per-
formance of their duties with any gathering
of a political nature. In some circumastances
technical officers, such ag the sheep and dairy
experts, might be asked to attend meetinga
at the request of organisations, but they have
been given distinctly to understand that there
must be nothinp of a political nature, and
that sueh meetings must not be used for
arganising purposes,

Hon. P. Collier: If Mr. MeCallum had
ppoken first and the meeting had cared to
listen to the organiser afterwards, there
would have been no objection.

The MINISTER FOR AGLICULTURE:
The instructions are definite that no officer
shall associate with any wmeeting of a po-
litieal nature.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am glad to hear the
Minister’s statement. The gentleman re-
ferred to by the Leader of the Opposition has
on scveral occasions beem associated with
officers of the department during his propa-
ganda stunts. I believe the mecting referred
to by the Leader of the Opposition was ad-
vertised by the Government on hehalf of Mr.
MecCallum. The hirc of the hall was paid for
by the Government on behalf of Mr. MeCal-
lum.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
pav for halils.

Hon. M, F. Troy: Was not the Mullewa hall
paid forf

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Hon, M. ¥, TROY: The mecting was ad-
vertised in the Press and the advertisement
was paid for by the Government, and then
this individual comes along and is made the
gtar man. The wool expert had to follow
him. Such a practice has never before been
indulged in in this State. Apart from the
statements of the organiser, which arc abso-
lntely untrue, his assoeiation with 3Mr. MeCal-
lum is not in the best interests of the depart-
ment. I commend the Minister for his re-
marks. We have never used the visits of
Government officers as a draw to get a
public meeting” at which to expound our
poiitics. I travel frequently in my
eiectorate with inspectors of mines and
geologists, and T am always careful to re-
frain from expressing any political opinions.
I do not think the Minister was responsible,
but his officers swould be well advised to
strictly obey the iustructions issued by the
Minister.

Item, Rabbit and other vermin eradica-
tiou and upkeep of rabbit-proof femce, in-
cinding wages, £24,500:

Mr., CORBOY: I should like to have a
statement of the cost of maintaining the
rsbbit-proof fence. It is included in this
jtem together with other costs. During my
election campaign 18 months ago, I travelled
about 200 miles down the fence and 200
miles back. During the whole trip we did
noi see one rabbit on the east side of the
fence. We saw plenty on the west side. If
the. cost of maintaining the fence is con-
giderable, it could well be done away with,
secing that the rabbits appear to be on the

We do not
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wegt gide of the fence, There is no reason
why we should fence the rabbits off from
the Eastern States. Tt is a foolish policy.
If the fence could be removed without a
great deal of cost, the material might be
made available for farmers to fence their
own blocks. This would be wiser than
spending a considerable sum annually to
maintain a fence which is serving no useful
porpose.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I take a very different
stand from the member for Yilgarn. T dis-
agree with the proposition go often put for-
ward by politiciana and the Press that this
fence should be removed. It would not be
economical to remove il, as mueh of the
wirc would be of little value. To roll up
the wire and distribute it would damage it
tgo much. The fence is serving a very
useful purpose. The member for Yilgarn is
probably not aware that the fence has kept
thousands of dogs on the eastern side of
the pastoral areas, and has aiforded great
proteetion to hundreds of people engaged in
shesp raising. T am not satisfied that all
the rabbits are on the western side of the
fence.

Mr. Corboy: We did not see one on the
eastern side during our 400 miles trip,

Hon, M. F. TROY: I admit there are too
many on the western side, but I have known
occasions when there were millions on the
eastern side and when the country was
eaten out as bare as the floor, whereas on
the western side there was very good feed
for the stock. The fence has checked
periodical waves of rabbirs.

Mr. Harrison: Quite right.

Hon, My F. TROY: One night in 1817 I
travelled between Warriedar and Yalgoo in
a motor car. This district is inside the
fence, and at almost every yard rabbits
croased the road in front of the car. They
wer¢ so numerous in  the vieinity of
Thundelarra station that the trees were
rvingharked. Vet 12 months later there was
not a rabbit to be seen m that country.
Where they disappeared, T do not know.
There is no doubt that the fence does serve
as a cheek for these waves of rabbits, and
it would not be at all wise to remove it.
We read statements in the Press of the
wilful waste of money on this fence. The
fence is a big check to the depredations of
other pests which would become a great
menace to pastoralists and farmers. Nothing
could be gained by pulling up the fence,

Vote put and pasged.

Department of Colonial Secrota Hon.
R. B. Sampson, Minister). Ty (Hon

Vote—Office of Colonial Secretary, £12,777:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. 8. Sampson—Swan)} [11.30]: The subjests
submitted under this department are of wide

. For the whole of the activities under
the Colonia) Secretary and Minister for Publje
Health, including the business andertaki
and trading concerns, the expenditurs for 1921-92
was £533,067. The estimated expenditure for



[15 Noveuser, 1922.]

this year is {482,705, being & reduction of £51,252
on last year's expenditure, and less than the
expenditnre for 1020-21 by £790,180. The
revenue collected in 1921-22 was £173,784. The
revenue estimated for the current year is £169,180,
being less than that of last year by £4,604. The
decrease is due to the fact that a considerable
amount of non-recurring revenue was collected
last year. Excluding the Medical and Health
Department, operations of the Colonial Secretary’s
Department were conducted last year at an
expenditure that was less than the aggregate
amount voted by over £4,000. It may be
noted that in the Colonial Secretary’s heed
office is included the expenees of the corres-
pondence despatch office, costing £3,011. The
operations of this office resulted in & net saving
to the Government of postapes of over £18,000
for the year. Mr. Pickering, the officer in charge,
has effected this great saving.

Hen. W. €. Angwin: As much as £18,000
in the year ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes. That
was saved by the operations of the correspondence
despatch oltice. It is caloulated on the basis
of 4d. per letter or package conveyed from one
point to another. Operations in connection
with the Aborigines Department extond to areas
south of parallel 25 South, A saving estimated
at not lexs than £1,500 per annvm will result
from the closing as from 1st July last of the
Carrolup native settlement end the transfer
of natives thence to the Moore River. Last
year's operations in connection with the Fish-
eries Department were conducted at a cost
of £200 less than the estimate. This year s
further saving of £600 is anticipated. The
revenue last year cxceeded the estimate by
£2,500, due to the additional inccme from the
royalty on opossum skins. It is expected that
thizs year the smount will considerably exceed
last year's figures, for the price of skins is very
high. In respect of Friendly Societies and
Registry, last year the expenditure exceeded
the Vote by something over £900, due almost
entirely to increased expenses of the Arbitration
Court, which has now been transferred to the
control of the Crown Law Department. Under
the heading of Gaols, substantial economies
have been effected ae the result of the general
revision of the whole of the administrative
aystem. Notwithstending tkis eaving, there
has been no reduction whatever in the scale of
dietary, elothing, bedding and other ' equircments.
The prisoners are made quite ccmfortable, and
the work being done by them les an excellent
reformatory effect. In many cases it will result
in giving them & brighter outlock on life when
they are released, in addition to msking their
atuy in the penitentiary of advantage to them.

Ho. M F. Troy: One would think the
prisoners were guests of the institution !

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY : The question
whether imprisoning a men is a good thing
has to be determined, but if be Le given useful
work, it can only have the result of developing
his good gualities and ma ing of kim a better
citizen. In the Harbour end Lights Lepariment
the expenditure last year exceeded the estimate
but only to a slight extent, less than £1(0. 'lhis
too, noiwithstanding the expente of bhandling
c::jgo at North-West jetties was preater than
had been expected. Increased activities are
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expected at North-West ports during the coming
year. The eervices throughout are being ade-
quately maintained. In respect of immigration,
the numbers of immigrants who received financial
eegigtance towards cost of passages were as
followe: 2,317 men, 856 women, 539 children
utider 12 years of age, or a total of 3,711, being
an increase of 1,048 over the preceding years
fgures. Expenditure under the keading ' In.
spection of liquor " comprices the salaries and
expenses of two inspeclors, who are- engaged
on the work indicated, toward which the Licensed
Victuallers’ Association contribute £350. The
Labour Bureau has done very good work. Last
year 9,849 persons applied for employment, and
the number of engagements was 6,684; and
3,263 workers were advanced railway fares to
enable them to proceed to employment in the
country. The Lunacy Department’s expenditure
last year was less than the vote by £5,077; and
that expenditure was less than the previoos
year's by £7,681. The amount provided for
the current year is £1,938 less than last year's
expenditure. It is gratifying to edd that the
dictary Las been improved, in accordance with
8 recommendation of the Board of Visitors, to
an extent which will involve an additional
cost of some £800. Hon. members will recollect
that the Royal Commission which sat last year
made certain recommendations, and I upderatand
that these have been complied with at all eventa
to the extent indicated. Syecial consideration
hag been given to various suggestions of the
Royal Commission, and plana for the establish-
ment of & reception home, and for extension
of the accommodation for mentel patients, are
being comsidercd. 8o far a site for the proposed
reception home and convalescent home has not
been approved. Wkether the site shall be on
the Swan River, or at Claremont, or at West
Subiaco, is yet undecided. There is, however,
e Class “A™ reserve at Claremont which we
consider eminently suitable, at least from the
standpoint of those likely to use the homes.
If hon. members approve, that reserve may
be taken over for this purpose. On the other
hand, there ia at Weat Subiaco a block of sufficient:
gize which may be decided upon.

Hon. W. . Angwin: I hope you will never
put the homes there. That would be ageinst
the advice of all the experta.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I quite
agree with the hon. member. I myself would
like to see the convalescent home and reception
home establiched on the bank of the Swan, or
at least within view of the river, the passing
craft, and the ever-chenging scene will have &
soothing eflect, 50 I am advised, on those who
are mentally deranged, or whose mentelity is
threatened.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Subiaco site is too
close to the present asylum.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That also
is a difficulty, as I realised when walking over
the site. 1t does seem to me that if a person
is threatened with iveanity, or feels that be is
not quite normal mentally, the mere sight of
tke Hosyital for Inzane might bave a very pre-
judicial effect upon him. ‘lhe operations of the
Observatori are being conducted within the
limits of the vate. ‘The expenditure provided
for is sufficient only to meet bare essentials,
Y believe that hon. members are desirous that
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the Oleervitory should bs maintained. It
provides certain services for the Btate. As
regards State children and oat-door relief, last
year's expenditure exceeded the vote by £3,100.
This was due to the fact that insufficient pro-
vision hed been made for monetary aid to women
with ohildren dependent upon them, The
amount provided this year ezoseds the expend-
iture of last year by £1,904. I acknowledge
that the amount is high as compared with corres-
ponding expenditure in the Eastern States.
Howover, 1 think hon. members will not find
fault if sympathetic consideration is given to
those in distress, more especially as regards tho
rendering of monetary aid to women who have
the responsibility of children and have no bread.
winner,or a breadwinner not fully able to maintain
the family. It is agreed that pecuniary aid is
preferable in such cases to providing rations.
I think that it will be agreed that a woman so
circamstanced can do more with the money
ropresenting the value of the rations, than the
rations themselves would represent to her. I

think I may, in all justice, pay a tribute to the

work of the officers of the State Children and
Charities Department, which is wvery difficult
work imdeed. I do not know whether it is
entirely in good taste for me to offer this eulogy
of their work, but even my short occupancy
of this position bas enabled me to realise that
the officers in questicn are very earnest and very
sympathetic, and act as they consider best in
the interests of the distressed.
Hon. P. Collier: They are very good officers.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Reference
may be made here to the Salvation Army in-
stitution for mentally deficient boys. The term
used at the Salvation Army home is not ** mentally
deficient boys,” but “ backward boys,” which
I think very much preferable. The parents
of the children naturally prefer to hear them
spoken of as backward rather than mentally
deficient. There is & good deal of influence that
may be described as unspoken, and, therefore,
1 think it is time that * backward” should
generally replace ‘' meatally deficient™ in this
connection. The point is a small one, perhaps,
but it shows that those conducting the Salvation
Army home are sincerely desirous of doing their
utmost to promote the welfare of their charges.
Hon. P. Collier: But the Salvation Army
home ig not confined to backward boys, is it ?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : No. There iz
a section of backward boys, a section of reforma-
tory boys, and another section of boys whose
parenta are unable to give them a home, or
who have lost their parents. It is a splendid
institution. I had the pleasure of visiting it
recently, and was glad to see the way the lads
are treated, and also the general conduet of the
institution and the improvements which have
been effected in the grounds. The bhoys are
being taught useful ocoupations. The State
Children and Charities Department is doing
good wark in the matter of arranging voluntary
adoptions of Siate children. As hon. members
may know, there are as a rule a number of babies
on hand in the department. If there i3 a childless
home dedrous of adopting a child, and if the home
is such a8 to meet with the approval of the
departmental officers, then that home no longer
remains childless, but gaing all the advantages

[ASSEMBLY.]

to bo derived from the presence of a litile one
in the family oircle. That work is being done,
and very well done by the department. Last
year the number of adoptions arranged by the
department was 566. Ip think that is a fine
effort indeed.

Mr. Mann: Were they mostly orphans?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, or
chiliren whose mothers werc single women,
or children whose mothers had died and the
State had to look after them.

Mr. Mann: Are they usually adopted ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Frequently
they are. No disinclination need be felt in
adopting the child born of a single gitl. Person-
ally, I belicve that such a child is almost as
certain to grow up to be a useful man or woman
aa the child born in wedlock. However, 1 do
not intend to discuss that aspect any further,
boyond to say that in practically all the cases
in which the department have secured the
adoption of children, the srrangements have
been asatisfactory to all concerned. The money
paid to the various orphonsges for the main.
tenance of children amounted last year to £17,752.
The amount paid to women on whom children
aro dependent was £44,304. Thore are 688 cases
now on the books, necessitating payments to
the extent of over £45,000 per annum. The rate
of the maximum payment per person was in-
creased from 8s. to 9s. per week in December,
1920, and that rate is still being paid. Over
600 State children are boarded out, the cost last
year amounting to £14,764. The receiving depot
at Mount Lawley is being maintained and calls
on the department are made for rations, out-door
relief, boat pessages and rail fares of indigents
to hospitals and sundry incidental expenses.
The expenditure at the Cave House last year,
was within the vote and a decrease is provided
in this year's Estimates. The State dairy farm
at Claremont excoeded the Estimates by £90.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Caves House does
not come under these KEstimates.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, it
is under my department.
Hon, W. C. Apgwin: But it does not appear

in these Estimates.

The COLONIAL  SECRETARY: Yes, it
does. Splendid work has been done in con-
nection with the Yalingup Cave House. It
is one of the finest institutions that can be visited
in Western Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But it i3 not in these
Estimates.

' The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If that is
8o, I will not deal further with the subject. As
to the State hotels—

The CHAIRMAN ; I cannot allow the Minister
to disouss the State hotels either. They do
not appear in thess Estimatcs,

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY : Apsxt from
the trading concerns controlled by my depart-
ment, I have briefly referred to each section
coming under my ocontrol. It is & department
of great ramifications. It deals withp;rlzttars
ranging from State ohildren io State ferries
and from maiters relating to dry docks, to thoss
concerning State hotels and the inspection of
liquors. There is no need to say anything further
on the vote. Beneficial work is being carried
out by the Charities Department, the Hospital
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for the Insane and the other branches as well,
and I submit the Estimates with ¢ nfidence to
the Committee.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN (North-East 1re-
mantle) [11:551: I have no desire to ray o
great deal in conaection with the Fstimates
but T was pleased to hear the Minister remark

*that the Messengers' E-change had saved the
State £18,000 last year. I would like to remind
the Minister that this was another of the re-
organisations carried out by the Labour Govern-
ment.

The Premier: We kept it going,

Me. Money: T suggested it to you.

Mr. Munsie: You would not have thought
of it but for the Labour Ministry.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: To give credit to
the man to whom it is due, the svggestion for
this was received from Mr. Neville, the present
Secretary of the Noith-West Depa:tment.

Mr. Money: Yes, 1 talked to him about it.

The Colonial Secretary: I was not sware of -

what you say. I iefcrted to Mr. Piclering
beeause he has done such good work theie.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not our Pickering,
is it ? .

Hon. W, (. ANGWIX : Refercnees appeaied
in the Press since the House last met, as to
whether it was o wise move to shift the a! otigines
from the southern districts to the Midland arca.
That has heen done by the Colonial Secrelary’s
Department. There was a scitlement at Katan-
ning and I am informed that it was fairly satis-
factory. As soon as it was artanged, however,
it was found neccessary to remove the al origines
to the Midland dixtrict.

The Coloninl Secretary: It was ascertained
that the climate wovld suit them |etter. That,
I understand, was the reason.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: A large c: penditmie
was incurred at Katanning, only to open up
another settlement in the Midland district. The
aborigines were hrought from vatious pats of
the State and T should think that those coming
from the southern districts would prefer to live
in their own part of the State rather than go
elsewhere.

The Colonial Secretary: Every convenience
ig provided for them at the Moore River secttle.
ment.

Hon W. € ANGWIN: I notice that the
Minister said that there was an incrensed ex-
penditure in connection with the Harbowr and
Lights Department owing to the increased cost
of working cargo.

The Colonial Secretary : Yes, on the North-

West jetties.
" Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On referring to the
Estimates T (nd that the vote last year was
£1,920¢ and the expenditure £1,758 This in-
dicates that there was no increage in that dirceiion.
On the contrary, the vote was £162 less than the
expenditure. I there was an increase, there
must be an error in thore fgures. As to the
Labour Bureau, duting last year the Govern-
ment, by way of loans for fares, were called
vpon to assist those who found diff culty in
securing employment in the metropolitan area
and other districts. At prerent people who
have obtained employment in the country
experience diffeulty in pgetting assistance of
this deseription.
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The Premicr: Not at all

Hon. W. ¢ AXNCGWIN: Various young
people have seen me when they had employment
to go to hut not the moncy to pay their railway
fares.

The Premier: They could come to me.

Hon. P. Collier: The ofiice is getting pretty
tight,

Hon. W. (. ANCWIK: I rang up the
off.ce, hut covld not get tickets for them. People
assisted in this way sign a statement that they
will repay the moncy, and the great majority
of them do repay it. Tt is much better to thua
assist people to go into the country, where there
is work, than to have them walking aboui the
streets of Perth and Fremantle.

The Premier: If they come to me, I will
put them through.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We cannot bother
the Premier on every occasion.

The Premier: Well, Shapcott will see to
them.

Hon. W. €. AKGWIN: But certain in-
structions have been given to the officer of the
department.

'Fhe Premier: He must have fixed instructiona,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The system was
that when a man had employment to go to,
he would give an oider on his employer and the
amount of the fare would be advanced. I
know of instences where advances of this kind
have heen refused.

The Premier: Very few cases.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Still there are
some. Three nights ago there was an instance
which is still fresh in the mind of the Premier,
tut I was refeiring to other cases. The Premier
has often told us he wants to get people into
the country where there is work : yet when
they get work and have not the money to pay
their feres, the depaitment refuse to advance
it, notwithstanding Lhat in most instances the
money is refunded.

The Premier: We have
after five years.

Hon. P. Collier: The great majority of these
people are honest.

The Premier: Yes, if you give them a fair
deal.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I have always main-
tained that we had good officers in the depart-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: It is s good sympathetic
department.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is a diffienlt
department to administer. The Minister referred
to the South Australian system. Unfortunately
we in Western Australia have not the benefit
of large endowments by wealthy people such
as South Australia has received.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Aborigines {fouthern portion) £5,684.
Progresa reported.

received  refunds

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
Council's Message. .
“Message from the Council received and read
notifying its decision that the Closer Settlement

Bill was out of order, inasmuch as it was an
amendment to the Constitution Aet and pur-
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potted to alter the constitution of the Legislative
Council and the Legislative Assembly, and
therefore it required & special certi'icate to
the effect that the Bill had passed its second
and third readings hy an absoclute majority of
the total number of the members of the Legis-
lative Assembly. As the Bill contained no
such certilicate the Council, under the terms of
Standing Order No. 180, was precluded from
proceading with the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: They are Solons, are not
they ?

House adjourned at I12-9 a.m. (Thursday)

Tegislative Council,

Thursday, 16th November, 198%.
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‘The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MACHINERY INSPEC
TION.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Minister
for Fdueation: 1, Has the motion, ecarried
in the Legislative Council on the Sth Novem-
ber, 1922, disallowing amended machinery in-
speetion regnlations and the making of fresh
regulations, the ‘clear meaning of which was
placed on the motion by the Minister for
Bducation when he objeeted to the eutting
down of the revenues of the Inspection of
Machinery Department by 30 per eent., been
interpreted by that dejartment to mean an in-
struetion to reduce every fee cnumerated in
the disallowed repulations by not less than
3¢ per cent.? 2, Will the ameaded rates he
retrospeetive from tle original date of the
proclamation of the regulations, fe, 3rd
July, 1922, or the date of th» amended rowu-
lations, i.e., 19th Septem'er, 19227 3, Wil
the Minister provide that when the regula-
tions have heen finaily agreed to, they shall
be framed into sehedules, and by an amend-
ing Bill be added to ‘‘'The Tnapection of
Machinery Aet, 1921,’' and passed during
this session of Parliament?

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, So far as is practicable effect will
be given to the resolution of the Council in
this matter. 2, No. 1, No.

QUESTION—CLOSER SETTLEMENT
BILIL.,

Message to the Aszembly.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Edueation: 1, Ts the mes-
sage sent from this House to another place
relating to the fate of the Closer Seitlement
Bill in aceordance with the usual procedure
of this Chamber, and was it sent along as
the result of the resolution earried in this
Chamber? 2, Are the reasons given in the
message the reasons why that Bill was re-
jected by this Chamber?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: I have nothing to do with the sending
of sueh messages to another place, and so I
do not know that my opinion on the question
is of any value.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: It is usnally when any-
thing is done in this Chamber for the Minis-
ter to move that it be transmitted by message
to another place. Put the message which
has been sent fo another place in this in-
gtanee was out of order, because it does not
give the real reasons.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member can-
not make a speech. e has asked his ques-
tion, and the Minister has replied to it

Hon. J. DUFFELL;: Well, my reply to the
Minister is that when anything is done in
this Chamkber, it is usnal for him to move
that it - be transmitted by message to the
Aszembly and its concurrence desired therein.

The MINTSTER FOR TEDUCATION:
There are oceasions when it is my duty to
move that a message be sent to another
place. But many messages are sent to an-
other place withont a motion from me. 1
know nothing whatéver about the message
in this instance. Tt has nothing to do with
me. T did not move that any message be
gent. The President is the person who con-
trols our procedure, and his opinion on the
point may be bf value,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Well, I ask your rul.
ing, Mr. President, ns to whether the message
T have referred to is in order; whether it is
in order when a Bill is rejected by this Cham-
ber to send a message fo another place?

The PRESIDENT: Yes, T think the mes-
sage was quite n order. T signed it.

TEAVE OF ABSEN(E.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, leave of
sbsence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Tlon, F. E. B Willmott (Sonth-West) on
the ground of urgent private business,

BILL—PEXNSIONFRS (RATES
EXEMPTION).

Report of (‘ommittee adopted.



